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TUESDAY 16 AUGUST 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 4; Isaiah 42 

A LIGHT TO ALL 
 

Solomon was a young man when he became king. It was not easy following a brilliant and 
charismatic leader like David. Slowly but surely this young man began to put his stamp of 
authority on the nation. It is true that we must be our own man or woman. God made us all 
different. We look different and we have different temperaments, talents, and opportunities. But 
there are things we can learn from our godly forefathers. David made some mistakes in his life 
but he lived a life of spiritual consistency that was generally characterized by humility, 
selflessness, and generosity to others. Solomon rarely walked in his father’s footsteps in this.  

 David sought to live a life where he served others whereas Solomon seemed to be much 
more self-centred. The goal of Solomon’s reign for the nation was to make it diplomatically 
strong and a trading giant. David sought to put down its enemies and establish the purity of 
worship for the Israelites. He made alliances and friendships with other nations, like Hiram of 
Tyre, so he could influence them with the truth of the gospel. Solomon seemed to have little 
spiritual influence on the nations around him despite the fact that representatives from other 
nations travelled the globe to meet him in Jerusalem.  

 In the end the compromises that Solomon made to make Solomon great cost him and 
his nation. The greatest compromise was to marry ungodly pagan wives that turned his heart to 
engage in the abomination of false worship. It is incredible to imagine that a man with such 
spiritual privileges could end his life engaging in child-sacrifice to pagan gods in sight of the 
glorious temple to the Lord in Jerusalem.  

 The first 19 verses of 1 Kings 4 detail the officials that Solomon delegated much of the 
governance to in the nation. He showed wisdom in delegating work to others rather than trying 
to do everything by his own efforts. Many of the names listed here are familiar like Zadok, 
Benaiah etc. They were men who had faithfully and efficiently served under the rule of his father, 
David. Solomon wisely discerned that such wisdom, experience, and loyalty was not to be 
discounted. He recognised that proven character was an essential quality in those he delegated 
power and responsibility. The failure to recognise that was the folly of Rheoboam.  

 The presence and influence of such men in word and deed was a providential grace to 
this young king. He was surrounded by some of the choicest and godliest men in Israel. A 
further providential blessing from the Lord was the early removal of potentially subversive 
elements that would have weakened his rule with the deaths of Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei. 
Solomon should have rejoiced in this opportunity and utilized it to make Israel the light to the 
heathen nations. It was God who ordained this role for His people, “I the LORD have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of 
the Gentiles.” (Isa. 42:6) 
 
 
 
HYMN: 702 Send The Light  
PRAYER: LORD, Make Us a Light for Thee 


