
Cornerstone Church Devotional                                                                 Rev Dr Paul Ferguson  
                                         

  

www.cornerstonechurch.com.sg 1 

MONDAY 15 AUGUST 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; Acts 13 

A LASTING SPIRITUAL LEGACY 
 

Solomon’s wisdom was seen in the test to discern the true mother in the case of the disputed 
child. His words were rewarded, “Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her 
bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the 
other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.” (v26) Two things were revealed in these two 
responses. The first thing was the intuitive love of a mother’s heart for her child and the other 
thing was the bitterness of the other woman’s emotion towards the living child. There are 
tragically always people who are bitter and want to see others suffer in the same way as they 
have.   

 Solomon was immediately able to interpret the meaning of the two responses, “Then the 
king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof.” (v27) He 
knew that the real mother would rather have the child live without her than to die with her. This is 
also an example of wisdom. For wisdom allows a person to discern true conclusions from a set 
of factual responses and events.  

 The conduct of the young king was soon known far and wide, “And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to 
do judgment.” (v28) Providence magnified Solomon before the whole nation. The people knew 
that he may be much younger than his father and less experienced with wars and handling people 
but he was not a person to be underestimated. This, doubtless, acted as a great deterrent to those 
who would rebel. We are told that despite his youth and inexperience, “they feared the king.” This 
fear or reverence was because of the presence and power of God in Solomon in judgment, “for 
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment.” Great wisdom is always rooted in God. 
The closer our hearts and minds are full of His Word the wiser we will be. We don’t have to 
advertise true wisdom – people will see it in us.  

 We should not, however, take this thought, “for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to 
do judgment” further than the passage. Solomon had wisdom in his leadership over the nation 
from a natural perspective such as dealing with lawsuits and governing and expanding his empire. 
But Solomon was not famed for his godliness or spiritual wisdom in his personal life. He became 
a great statesman but not a great spiritual leader. The Bible doesn’t hold Solomon up like David 
as, “a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.” (Acts 13:22) Whenever God wanted to 
describe a godly king He invariably chose David rather than Solomon. Even today the Star of 
David rather than the Star of Solomon is honoured among the Jews! 

 Many believers are like Solomon. They begin the Christian life with many gifts, privileges, 
and providential opportunities to leave a profound spiritual legacy but leave almost nothing 
behind. Indeed they may start well but ultimately become a huge failure in the end.   
 
 
 
HYMN: 475 More Holiness Give Me  
PRAYER: LORD, Give us a Lasting Spiritual Legacy 


