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FRIDAY 12 AUGUST 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; Proverbs 18 

WISDOM FROM ABOVE 
 

Someone once said “When we stare into the spotlight of success, sin sits comfortably in the 
front row cheering us on.” A period of sustained success is often dangerous for us. Few handle 
prosperity, achievement, and power well. It does not often bring spiritual growth in our lives. It 
need not be so but it often is! I believe that is one of the reasons why God has to restrain us in 
these things. If we didn’t have any cares we wouldn’t have any prayers! 

 The Lord gives us gifts to use and not hide under a bushel. Solomon is now tested by 
providence in a public lawsuit, “Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the king, and stood 
before him.” (v16) These women tell two contradictory stories of events leading up to the death of 
one of the two babies, which Solomon acknowledged, “The one saith, This is my son that liveth, and 
thy son is the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living.” (v23b) 
Solomon has to discern who is giving the truthful account. These situations can be difficult to 
come to the truth as many people learn to lie with a straight face. Both women are sticking 
adamantly to their version of the facts.  

 It is interesting to note that Solomon lets both women present their case fully before he 
ever speaks. A wise person is always a good listener and one that carefully listens to both sides 
before making his decision. It was Solomon himself who stated this principle, “He that answereth a 
matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him” (Prov. 18:13). We are all called to be “swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James 1:19). A rash speaker is worse than a fool, “Seest thou a man 
that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him” (Prov. 29:20). This is vital as it affects 
others by our example, “If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked” (Prov. 29:12) 

 This is a problematic human dispute to resolve. I am sure Solomon cried a prayer for 
wisdom to the Lord in his heart as he listened. There are no independent witnesses, no DNA or 
photographic evidence, no lie detectors, and both women are renown for their immorality and 
deception to men as prostitutes. With those limitations, most of us would have to guess on give 
up on coming to a resolution one way or the other. But Solomon demonstrates here that he is 
made of greater stuff than most despite his tender years.  

With wonderful intuitive wisdom of fallen humanity Solomon orders, “Bring me a sword. 
And they brought a sword before the king. And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the 
one, and half to the other.” (v24b-25) God gave Solomon wisdom here to discern the deep power of 
the emotional bond between a mother and her child. Solomon knew that, normally, the real 
mother could never sacrifice her child for her pride. I believe he also knew that if both women 
acquiesced in the division of the child then neither was worthy of being the mother. Likely he 
would have removed the child from both and placed it as ward of the state.  

 
 
HYMN: 20 Abba Father! We Approach Thee  
PRAYER: LORD, Thy Wisdom we need today 


