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THURSDAY 11 AUGUST 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; Ephesians 5:20 

A HEART LIKE THINE 
 

Solomon discerned that this was a remarkable dream he had, “And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it 
was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up 
burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and made a feast to all his servants.” (v15) The Lord had 
sovereignly provided this opportunity to bless him. He fully recognised that this was not 
something he inherently deserved but was grace to him.  

Wisely Solomon began this new period of his life by recognizing the Giver of the gifts 
rather than rushing out to “play with these gifts” and show them off. He made his way before 
the Ark of the Covenant as this was the place where the Lord was visibly represented and His 
presence particularly manifested. At that place he stood in submission and offered up burnt 
offerings and peace offerings to demonstrate his need of continual cleansing and grace to live 
out his duties as a ruler, husband, and a father.  

Solomon’s next action is also instructive, “and made a feast to all his servants.” God had 
blessed him with so much that he wanted to bless others. J. Hudson Taylor was the founder of 
the China Inland Mission. He received huge sums of money for missions in his lifetime. This he 
channeled to the work of God. He testified, “If God can get it through you, He will get it to 
you.” We live in a society that places enormous value on what you accumulate and achieve for 
yourself but God is not impressed. He is impressed by how you serve others.  

There is a good lesson for us all there. The Bible repeatedly instructs us to be thankful 
people. This is because we tend to be unthankful. The Apostle Paul told the Colossians believers 
to be “abounding therein with thanksgiving” (Col. 2:7). This thankfulness is to touch every aspect of 
our lives, “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Eph. 5:20).  

The Scriptures also call us to be generous to others and serve them. That was the heart 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul wrote, “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. For even Christ 
pleased not himself. ”(Rom. 15:1-3) It is always more blessed to give than to receive. Real JOY 
comes about when we follow the order - Jesus, Others, Yourself! 

The Lord had given great gifts and privileges to Solomon. One of the greatest gifts was 
that of wisdom to rule over the nation. However, God does not give us gifts in a vacuum. He 
provides opportunities for us to utilise these gifts for His glory. The next event in Solomon’s life 
is not a coincidence. The Lord was testing Solomon with this providential opportunity to use his 
gifts for the good of the nation and the glory of God.  

 

 
 
HYMN: 638 Only One Life to Give  
PRAYER: LORD – Give us Your Heart 


