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WEDNESDAY 10 AUGUST 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; James 1:5 

CHOICES THAT MAKE US 
 

There are critical defining moments in every person’s life. Although Solomon was serving in 
God’s ordained role for his life as monarch, he immediately discerned that such a role could not 
be fulfilled by Solomon’s wisdom. He needed the Lord to lead him and sustain him all the 
journey of life. The wisest man who ever lived realized that even his wisdom came from above. 
The source was not Solomon but He who has all wisdom.   

Solomon first humbled himself before the Lord and sought God’s wisdom. This is the 
first great beginning point for a life that will ultimately succeed. This is something that Solomon 
recognised from the start of his reign. He wrote, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.” (Prov. 9:10) All too many people tragically succeed at 
the wrong thing. That is not true success. Someone once observed, “We make our choices, then 
they make us!” Solomon made a great choice to seek God’s wisdom for God’s appointed office.  

God was pleased with Solomon’s request. He promises, “Behold, I have done according to thy 
words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither 
after thee shall any arise like unto thee.” (v12) We must not miss the connection between prayer 
according to God’s perfect will and God’s answering prayer, “Behold, I have done according to thy 
words….” The Lord specifically granted Solomon exactly what he asked for because his request is 
according to God’s perfect will. We know that it is in accordance with God’s perfect will because 
the Bible reveals this, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” (James 1:5) 

The Lord is not stingy with His gifts to His children. He gave Solomon a gift of wisdom 
from the depths of His riches, “I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.” But God’s grace goes further. It 
always does. He promised Solomon, “And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both 
riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And if thou wilt 
walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days.” (v13-14)  

If we start out right with God in the place of service He sovereignly ordains for us, there 
is no telling how He will use us and bless us. By seeking God’s wisdom Solomon admitted his 
deficiencies and by putting the needs of others ahead of his own the young king showed signs of 
great promise. Truly this is a classic illustration of those who humble themselves will be exalted 
by God. This doesn’t mean that everything Solomon did subsequently was right. Obtaining great 
gifts and privileges from God brings great temptations and great responsibilities. One good 
choice must be followed by a life of good choices. Sadly Solomon didn’t always do that. Many 
times he set aside God’s wisdom and allowed his unrestrained passions control his choices.  
 
 
HYMN: 549 Lead Us, O Lord  
PRAYER: LORD – we need Thee 


