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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“Worthy is the Lamb” (Revelation 5:1-14) 

This chapter 5 is part of the prologue to the Great Tribulation Period set out in the Revelation 6-
19. Chapter 5 and chapter 4 are part of the same great vision. In Revelation 5 we move from the 
wide-angled perspective to zoom in on some details.  

And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed 
with seven seals. (v1)  

The focus continues on the throne in heaven and the One who sits on it. Suddenly John’s 
attention is drawn to a new detail. In God’s hand is seen a book or a scroll that has 7 seals. This 
type of scroll is typically seen today in synagogues in the form of the Hebrew OT Scripture, 
which is rolled from both ends into the middle. It is made from papyrus or animal skin. In Bible 
times contracts were written on the inner pages in such scrolls and then sealed before witnesses 
with 7 seals. All kinds of legal transactions were handled in such manner. This included marriage 
contracts, rental and lease agreements, bonds, and even wills. Both the Jews and the Romans 
utilized such documents. A good illustration of this is found in Jeremiah 32, where the prophet 
Jeremiah bought a piece of land by means of such a title deed from his cousin Hanameel. The 
title deed in the form of a sealed scroll was evidence that the land belonged to Jeremiah. It was 
sealed in the presence of witnesses that this land belonged to Jeremiah.  

In the context of this chapter this scroll is the title deed or a last will and testament to the 
created world, which the Father will pass to the Son. All of creation is groaning as it waits with 
eager expectation of this day when the Son redeems this world from the curse and the final 
permanent removal of the devil, his followers (both fallen angels and fallen humanity) and of sin. 
So what the first Adam lost when he fell will now been reclaimed and redeemed by the last 
Adam, Jesus Christ. John MacArthur explains, 

“Throughout history there have been many pretenders to earth’s throne who have 
sought to conquer and rule the world. The first and most powerful and notorious 
usurper was Satan. After his rebellion against God was crushed, he and his angelic 
followers were thrown out of heaven (Luke 10:18; Rev. 12: 3-4) and he became the “god 
of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). He inspired a host of humans to try their hand at conquest, 
men such as Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, Alexander the Great, the emperors of Rome, 
Attila the Hun, Genghis Khan, Napoleon, Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler. In the future will 
come the most powerful Satan-possessed human conqueror of all, the final Antichrist. 
All of those men, and a host of lesser lights, have one thing in common: they failed. Only 
one individual has the right, the power, and the authority to rule the earth: the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will one day take back what is rightfully his from Satan the usurper, and all the 
rebels, demonic and human.” 

So the scroll in Revelation 5 is such a title deed or a last will and testament that could 
only be opened by a legal redeemer or rightful heir, who had the authority to break the seals. The 
Lord Jesus Christ had paid the purchase price as the Redeemer so He alone had the right to 
break the seals and rule over His rightful inheritance. In this scroll there is a detailed unfolding of 
how the Lord Jesus Christ will remove any usurpers to His rule and take control of creation in 
the Great Tribulation. This will involve cataclysmic judgments on the devil and his followers. 
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Ezekiel likely referred to this same scroll of judgment, “And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent 
unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: 
and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.” (Ezekiel 2:9-10) So when Christ 
opens these seals they will bring forth various terrible judgments on the earth. 

And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals 
thereof? And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look 

thereon. And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look 
thereon. (v2-4) 

A powerful angel then spoke in a powerful voice, “Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals 
thereof?” He questioned who had the moral character and authority to open the seals, redeem the 
universe, and take the title deed to creation. This is effectively a challenge to the created world 
for any creature to do this. Although many religious leaders, politicians, social reformers, military 
leaders, despots, philosophers, scientists, business tycoons have been willing to try and redeem 
fallen creation none down the centuries have been able. For this search, which encompassed 
heaven, hell and earth, “And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth…..” proved to be 
fruitless. Silence is the response to this great request from the creatures of God’s creation. The 
hordes of angels and redeemed saints in glory as well as those in hell have no answer. No angel, 
no man, and not even the devil have the power, moral character, and authority to open this 
scroll. The very choicest of God’s saints dare not claim to be worthy.  

This silence was ominous to the ears and heart of John. He was overwhelmed with grief 
at the prospect that the earth cannot be redeemed, death cannot be defeated, and there is no 
hope for humanity, “And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, 
neither to look thereon.” The Greek word for “wept” here klaio has the idea of bitter and unrestrained 
mourning. It was the same word used to describe the Lord Jesus weeping over Jerusalem in Luke 
19:41 and Peter weeping over his betrayal of the Saviour in Luke 22:62. Adrian Rogers observes, 

“And, John knew if this book is not opened and the purposes of God are not fulfilled, 
then John knows that he has been exiled in vain and he is spending his life’s last days on 
this Devil’s Island for a worthless cause. He knows that the martyrs, who have suffered, 
and bled, and died, have died for a lost cause. He knows that there is no future and no 
hope for the nation Israel, and that there will never be peace in the Middle East. He 
knows that sin has really conquered, and that this world will become just simply a garden 
of terrors and of weeds. He knows there will be no golden age. He knows that the 
prophets have been found false, and the lion and the lamb will not lie down together. He 
knows that the earth will not blossom as a rose. He knows that the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord will not cover the earth, as waters that cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14), if 
no man can open this book. Oh, his heart is broken; and he sobs, and he weeps openly. 
And so, we see the tragic weakness—the tragic weakness—of civilization.” 

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. (v5) 

Thank God the vision doesn’t end there or we would be weeping like John also. A voice of hope 
sounded from one of the 24 prostrated elders around the throne, “And one of the elders saith unto 
me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to 
loose the seven seals thereof.” The creatures are not worthy but there is One who is worthy. He is “the 
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Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David.” John’s tears were premature and unfounded. The reason 
Christ is worthy to open the seals and redeem the earth from the devil and his followers is stated, 
“hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.” He has overcome. Satan and sin 
have been defeated at the Cross. The last enemy that He will destroy is death. This worthy 
Person is given two great Messianic OT titles: 

(1) LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH 

(2) THE ROOT OF DAVID 

This prophetic description of the Messiah was first revealed in Jacob’s blessing on Judah, “Judah 
is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old 
lion; who shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” (Gen. 49:9-10) The lion speaks of the 
King of the Beasts and symbolizes the strength and majestic glory of royalty. This was exactly the 
type of Messiah the Jews were anticipating in the First Coming of Christ. He would come from 
Judah of David’s line, “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots.” (Isaiah 11:1) A ruler that would destroy their enemies, place them in the centre of the 
world, and reign in power and majesty over the earth. Israel would dominate the world again by 
David’s greater Son. 
 

 

 

 

 The Lord Jesus Christ will one day reign like a lion from David’s throne in Jerusalem. 
The angel promised this to the Virgin Mary before the Incarnation, “He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:32-33) This will 
occur in the Millennium at the end of the GTP. Zechariah prophesied of this Second Coming 
when Christ shall destroy all the enemies of Israel and rule from Jerusalem over all the earth, 

For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be 
taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go 
forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought 
in the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
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which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great 
valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it 
toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of 
the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before 
the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
light shall not be clear, nor dark: But it shall be one day which shall be known to 
the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it 
shall be light. And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from 
Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder 
sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. And the LORD shall be king over all the 
earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. (Zech. 14: 2-9) 

The events described in Luke 1 and Zechariah 14 have clearly not occurred yet. Christ has not 
split the Mount of Olives, He has not defeated the nations in battle who come against Jerusalem, 
and He has not made Himself king over all the earth from David’s throne. But it is absolutely 
guaranteed to happen. Revelation 20 gives us the exact timeframe of how long this reign will be.  

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a 
Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into 
all the earth. And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne. (v6-7) 

John then suddenly noticed another image in his vision. He saw standing there in the centre of 
the picture, “stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 
of God sent forth into all the earth.” The Greek word for “Lamb” here is arnion, which refers more to 
a little lamb. Clearly there is a connection here between the Lord Jesus Christ and the Passover 
Lamb of Exodus 12:3-6. He was the Lamb that Isaiah told us would die, “He was oppressed, and he 
was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” (Isa. 53:7) That is why when John the Baptist saw Him 
he cried, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) 

 This Lamb is linked to the Lion, as both reflect aspects of the Messiah’s ministry. He will 
die like a Lamb but He will rule like a Lion. However, He will rule in judgment over His enemies 
as Lion only after He has first suffered as a Lamb at the hand of His enemies. Suffering preceded 
glory.  

The Lamb in John’s vision is not dying now for there, “stood a Lamb as it had been slain.” 
The verb “stood” is in the perfect tense in the Greek. That is a tense that speaks of an action has 
been completed and the results of the action are continuing on, in full effect. Jesus Christ the 
Lamb has overcome His enemies. All of hell had assailed Him but He has won the victory. The 
Lamb may have the scars of victory but the battle is over. The slain Lamb has now become the 
standing Lamb who is the strong Lamb, “having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God sent forth into all the earth.” These horns speak of His ruling strength and the seven eyes speak 
of the perfection of the power of the Holy Spirit on Him. That is why He is worthy to open the 
seals and unleash the forces of the Lion as the Mighty King of Kings. The strong Lamb will 
terrify His enemies, “And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
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throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” 
(Rev. 6:15-17) 

 The worthy and overcoming Lamb now takes what is rightfully His from the Father, 
“And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne.” This signals the 
beginning of the end for this world. Paradise lost is about to be regained. The last enemies are 
about to be destroyed. The Son has claimed His inheritance, “I will declare the decree: the LORD hath 
said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” (Psa. 2:7-8; cf. Daniel 7:13-14) 
Jesus Christ created it all and now He has the right to take it all back because He has fully 
redeemed it by His precious blood. 

 

 

  

And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. And they sung a new song, 
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God 

kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. (v8-10) 

The glorious sight of the conquering Lamb taking the scroll invokes a great hymn of praise to 
come from the 24 elders. The weeping is transformed to worshipping. After thousands of years 
of groaning and eager anticipation, all of creation manifests unrestrained joy in great doxologies 
of praise to the Lamb. Heaven is only possible because of Him. This worship proceeded in 
waves from the centre of the throne with the 4 beasts, then to the 24 elders, and then to 
innumerable angels in v11 and finally all of creation bursts forth in praise (v13). There is perfect 
unity in this worship but it also it should be noted that there are distinctions preserved in these 
orders of creatures. It is unity in diversity rather than unity in uniformity.  

This “new song” is the song of redemption (cf. Psa. 40:3; 96:1-2; 98:1-2). They sing about 
redemption by the blood of the Lamb. This verb “slain” means “to butcher” or “to slaughter.” It is 
a solemn reminder of the brutality of the death Jesus Christ endured for us (Isa. 52:14; 53:4-6). 
He has redeemed us by His perfect sacrificial work on the Cross. That is why He cried, “It is 
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finished.” The song also praised the scope of the work of redemption in its great diversity as well 
as its result, “hast redeemed us to God” and “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth.” 

This song is accompanied by harps and the offering up of the prayers of God’s saints in 
worship. Many prayed “Thy kingdom come” and now it is going to be answered. Incidentally, the 
fact that the Holy Spirit reveals that there are in heaven near the throne of God, “golden vials full of 
odours, which are the prayers of saints” is to encourage us that every prayer is significant, and every 
prayer is remembered, and every prayer is answered. One writer put it well, “God never tosses 
your prayers into a trash bin— He’s storing them up in bowls, and He will one day answer them 
in ways beyond your imagination. Be patient!” 

HYMN SINGING  & INSTRUMENTS IN WORSHIP – There are many Reformed 
believers who argue that Christians today should only sing Psalms in corporate worship and 
should not use musical instruments to accompany such corporate praise. In this insight into the 
worship in heaven we are explicitly told that they sing a “new song” that is one that includes these 
words, “for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation….” This doxology of praise is not found in the Psalms. Indeed, songs about 
redemption by the shed blood of Christ are not found in the Psalms. There is no explicit 
reference to the blood of Christ in the 150 Psalms. It would be incongruous to sing about the 
blood of Christ in worship in heaven but refuse to sing about it on earth. Certainly the Apostles, 
like the Apostle Paul, frequently in their writings burst out in spontaneous praise to sing of our 
redemption by the blood.  

One of the reasons we sing hymns and use musical instruments in worship in the NT 
Church is because this is patterned in heaven as pure worship. It would surely be anomalous for 
believers in the OT Church to use musical instruments in Temple worship (cf. 2 Chron. 5:12) 
and for believers in heaven to use musical instruments in worship, but for worship in the NT 
Church we argue that somehow they are unnecessary and even forbidden.  

PREMILLENNIALISM – One of the great texts of why the saints of God will rule on the 
earth for a millennium is set forth here in this doxology, “And hast made us unto our God kings and 
priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” The Greek grammar here is helpful in establishing this point 
as the verb translated “we shall reign” is in the future tense. Literally it is “we shall be reigning.” 
This future millennial reign is reiterated in other detail in this book, “Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” (Rev. 20:6; cf. Luke 22:30; 2 Tim. 2:12) God’s 
amazing grace takes us further than simply forgiving us our sins. He makes us kings and priests 
and joint-heirs with Christ.  

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the 
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty 

elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever. (v11-14) 
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The glorious worship extends further to innumerable angels who join with the 4 beasts and 
elders. This expression, “ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands” seems to be an 
idiomatic way in Greek to represent the highest possible number. They burst in loud praise to 
the Saviour, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing.” Again the focus is worshipping Christ because of His divine 
attributes and perfections. The glory of heaven is Jesus. He alone is the focal point of our 
worship. That should be true for us today. He is still worthy of our praise, adoration, and 
thanksgiving as He is still God and still our Redeemer.  

 

The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s face; 

I will not gaze at glory but on my King of grace. 

Not at the crown He giveth but on His pierced hand; 

The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel’s land. 

  

 

 This crescendo reaches a climax now when all of creation joins in with the heavenly 
choirs, “And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying…” They praise the Lord by singing, “Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” The 
creation that has been groaning under the curse for millennia is now full of joy as it contemplates 
its imminent redemption. Heaven is a place of the most wonderful worship.  

The prologue is now over. John has now seen that the Lamb is in control of the present 
and the future. From this point on the scroll never leaves His hand. All the mighty beasts will be 
faced down by the little Lamb. John’s faith is strengthened, as he knows that anything under 
God’s control is never out of control. The Kings, Presidents, and Prime Ministers of the earth 
come and go but the King of Kings rules eternally. Now, the stage is set for the apocalyptic 
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judgments to be poured out on the world, the ingathering of God’s elect, the salvation of the 
Jews, and the glorious return of Christ. The wrath of the Lamb will soon begin, as the Lion is 
about to roar.  


