
“A Society without God” (Genesis 4:16-26) 

Adam will live 930 years and see ten generations emerge right up till the birth of Noah. He will 
see the world change from the innocence of Eden to be a society consummated with sin and 
wickedness. Ray Pritchard sums it up, 
 

“Sin starts as a tiny virus that invades the human bloodstream and begins to multiply 
immediately, growing in power with every passing generation. By the second half of 
Genesis 4, sin is no longer purely personal; it now infects human culture and all its 
various institutions. What starts as a trickle soon becomes a flood that washes across the 
earth.” 

 
After refusing God’s offer of repentance, Cain turned his back on God, “And Cain went 

out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden” (v16). This departure 
from God was his choice and also his punishment. Cain began a hedonistic society through his 
descendants devoted to raising families, pursuing careers, developing cultures, and technological 
inventions. This will be all for the glory of man.  

This story unfolds rapidly in the reminder of this chapter as Cain’s descendants develop a 
society without God. This pursuit of man’s advancement without God eventually climaxed in the 
world being consumed with wickedness over a thousand years later, “And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” (Gen. 6:5). Such a situation left God with no choice, but to then destroy in judgment 
the world and almost all of its inhabitants in order to save humanity from itself. All we really 
know about the pre-Flood period of around 1600 years is from the biblical record.  

This scene of the antediluvian period pictures what is going on in our generation (cf. 
Luke 17:26-27). Today rapid technological and entertainment advances are coupled with man’s 
single-minded passion for sin. This produces a world that we now inhabit where immorality, 
jealousy, strife, murder are accepted and promoted as normal. A society without God can fail 
miserably or succeed miserably. It should not be envied, as such progress is ultimately illusory 
(cf. Psa. 73:1-17).  
 

And Cain knew his  wi f e ;  and she  conce iv ed ,  and bare  Enoch :  and he  bui lded  a  c i t y ,  and ca l l ed  the  name o f  

the  c i t y ,  a f t e r  the  name o f  h i s  son ,  Enoch .  (v17)  

 

There is always much speculation by sceptics of the Bible as to where Cain obtained a wife. The 
Bible does not say exactly, but it is probable he married his sister or a close relative like his niece. 
The Bible records that Adam had many sons and daughters (Gen. 5:4) in the 930 years he lived 
on the earth. This was fulfilling the mandate to be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 1:28). Humans at 
that time could have children throughout hundreds of years. We read that Noah was having 
children at age 500 (Gen. 5:32). So we should not imagine that the population of the earth was 
insignificant in the lifetime of Adam and Cain. It could easily have been in the millions.  

There are other hints in the text that many children were born before the death of Abel. 
Both Cain and Abel were full grown men in occupations when the murder took place, which 
would have been time for many other children to be born. Cain notably feared that a relative 
would kill him for murdering Abel (Gen. 4:14), which God took seriously by placing a mark on 
him. Also, we know that Seth was born after the death of Abel (Gen. 4:25) but this was at least 
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130 years from the exit from Eden (Gen. 5:3). So when Cain took his wife there may well have 
been generations of people already on the planet. 

Furthermore, at this point in history there was no law precluding marrying a close relative 
like a sister. There would not have been the genetic problems that later would result from any 
such unions. Over two thousand years later in the time of Moses a prohibition was placed against 
this (Lev. 18-20). Degeneration in the transmission of human DNA through the generations 
would have made marrying close relatives a risk to future generations. There were plenty of other 
humans on the planet by this stage so there was no need to marry close relatives. Finally, as all 
males and females were born from the first couple, then if at least one brother did not marry at 
least one sister there would be no more generations. Remember, we are all related through Adam 
and Eve so whomsoever we marry is a relative. Indeed, if you do not marry your relation, you 
cannot marry a human! 

Cain built a city naming it after his son Enoch. This is the beginning of urban life. 
Doubtless, Cain used the planning and building of a city as well as the hustle and bustle of a 
densely populated environment to fill the emptiness of his estranged soul. God had cursed Cain 
to be a perpetual wanderer as a “fugitive and a vagabond” (v12). This attempt to build a permanent 
city may have been a futile attempt by him to resist the reality of the divine curse upon him. 
However, the fact that Cain named it after his son may be an indication that he was unable to 
name it after himself as his settled dwelling. Cursed to live the life of a wanderer, the city became 
the settled dwelling of Enoch – hence, it is named after Enoch and not Cain. It may also be 
Cain’s way of erecting a name for himself on the planet through his son. The Psalmist records 
the heart of such foolish thinking, “Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and 
their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names” (Psa. 49:11).  

Cain was a man who knew God existed and that God disproved of His sin, but Cain did 
not care. He lived only for Cain and Cain’s sin. This man did not want forgiveness for his sins. 
He loved the darkness because he wanted sin, “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). 
 

And unto  Enoch was born Irad :  and Irad begat  Mehujae l :  and Mehujae l  begat  Methusae l :  and Methusae l  

begat  Lamech .  And Lamech took unto  h im two wives :  the  name o f  the  one  was Adah,  and the  name o f  the  

o ther  Zi l lah .  And Adah bare  Jabal :  he  was the  fa ther  o f  such as  dwe l l  in  t en ts ,  and o f  such as  have  ca t t l e .  

And h is  bro ther ' s  name was Jubal :  he  was the  fa ther  o f  a l l  such  as  handle  the  harp and organ.  And Zi l lah ,  

she  a l so  bare  Tubal ca in ,  an ins t ruc t e r  o f  every  ar t i f i c e r  in  brass  and i ron :  and the  s i s t e r  o f  Tubal ca in  was 

Naamah.  (v18-22) 

 

The inspired record pauses and focuses in on this man Lamech who is the great great grandson 
of Cain. His life will reveal much of the line of the Cainites and is illustrative of the direction 
society is heading. The first thing that is noted about Lamech was that he was the first recorded 
polygamist, “And Lamech took unto him two wives.” So polygamy originated in the line of those who 
are estranged from God. This is the first overt attack on the marriage pattern God established at 
the start of creation. Jesus Christ stated, “Have ye not read, that He which made them at the beginning 
made them male and female” (Matt. 19:4). God gave Adam one wife and only one wife “at the 
beginning.” This monogamy is vital as it is patterned after the relationship of Christ and the 
church (Eph. 5). God had set the pattern in Eden, but Lamech will publicly defy it. He truly is a 
man in the way of Cain.  
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As a consequence of widespread and intense evolutionary indoctrination, people have the 
impression that these early inhabitants were primitive cavemen of limited ability and knowledge. 
If anything, these people could well have been the most advanced to populate this planet. 
Without the rapid degeneration of ageing that we suffer from coupled with the incredible life 
spans, these people could have explored the greatness of God’s creation.  

When man fell, the image of God in man was debased but not eradicated. Man has 
qualities that no animal has in discovery and creative powers. If you study all the great 
civilizations of this world, you will witness the wonder of man’s creative power by harnessing the 
natural elements in agriculture, architecture, arts, science, technology, commerce etc. Many of 
these are the achievements of the unregenerate mind. These achievements are a consequence of 
what is known as common grace. This is different from saving grace, which only applies to the 
elect within humanity. Berkhoff defined common grace as that which, “curbs the destructive 
power of sin, maintains in a measure the moral order of the universe, thus making an orderly life 
possible, distributes in varying degrees gifts and talents among men, promotes the development 
of science and art, and showers untold blessings upon the children of men.” So, common grace 
allows even the unsaved man to utilise the vast resources in this rich creation. However, it is a 
blessing from God that is temporal but not eternal.  

We get a hint in the text of their resourcefulness. Cain was able to build a city and now 
we are told Jabal “was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle.” This does not mean 
that he kept a few animals, but that he was a herdsman. We can only imagine the scientific 
knowledge that he would have acquired into animal breeding over a lifespan of a thousand years. 
In the same family we read of other accomplishments. Jubal “was the father of all such as handle the 
harp and organ,” and Tubulcain was “an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron.” Both these skilled 
occupations would have taken great time and minds to develop.  

Lamech’s family was a remarkably capable and productive family. These men were men 
of agriculture, culture, and technology. They understood science, mathematics, chemistry, 
musical scales, and musical instrumentation. However, there is no mention of God in their 
thinking. Outwardly, this society had the look of rapid progress, but it was progress without 
regard for God. As society developed on one front, sin developed alongside it. In the line there is 
advancement, but there is also declension.  

Agriculture, music, and technology can be used for the glory of God. For every Jubal, 
there can be a David who will use the gift of music and poetry to worship the Lord. However, 
natural gifts can also be used to further the interest of the flesh and oppose the will of God. The 
contemporary rock music industry of today illustrates exactly that. So there is no redemption in 
using the natural gifts God has given you to explore the natural world, the arts world, and the 
scientific world. We must always remember that we leave them all behind and they will be 
destroyed by fire at the end of time (2 Peter 3:10; cf. 1 John 2:17). 
 

And Lamech sa id  unto  h i s  wives ,  Adah and Zi l lah ,  Hear my vo i c e ;  y e  wives  o f  Lamech ,  hearken unto  my 

spee ch :  fo r  I  have  s la in  a  man to  my wounding ,  and a  young man to  my hur t .  I f  Cain sha l l  be  avenged  

s even fo ld ,  t ru ly  Lamech seventy  and seven fo ld .  (v23-24) 

 

Cain was a proud rebel against God. We see the same spirit in Lamech. The first song of the 
ungodly in Scripture is one of a boast of violence and vengeance. There is an implication of 
blasphemy also in his reference to God’s judgment on those who take revenge of Cain. He is 
boasting in the expression, “If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold” that 
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Lamech can deal with any avenger seven times better than God can. It was not that he denied 
the existence of God or was ignorant of God’s word, but that he thought himself greater than 
God. He may be a talented poet with brilliant children but he is also an arrogant man who has 
disdain for the preciousness of human life. Leupold calls Lamech’s poetry, “one of the most 
ungodly pieces ever written.” Modern day rap music that promotes violence can find its roots in 
the songs of Lamech! 

We must note the terrible degeneration in the pattern of sin now. Previously, Cain tried 
to cover up his sin but now Lamech openly boasts in it. That is the final tipping point of any 
society or individual. The Bible warns of those who are proud of their sin, “The shew of their 
countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! 
for they have rewarded evil unto themselves” (Isa. 3:9; cf. Jer. 8:12). When a man boasts openly in the 
light in his sin, then he has hit the moral bottom like the people of Sodom. 

In the previous verses, the Holy Spirit draws our attention to the cultural advances in 
poetry, music, architecture, agriculture, and the technological advances with brass and iron. 
However, a society that is seeking progress without God will always pervert any such advances. 
For the next section reveals a desire in the heart of Lamech to launch multiple homicides 
through his singing. No doubt he harnessed the musical and technological advances to assist in 
this evil purpose. The way of Cain is just a line of cultured murderers. Despite their boasting, 
men like Lamech never achieved anything of eternal significance. They just brought a catalogue 
of human grief. 

Lamech is a very modern man. We see the same spirit today in a society progressing 
without God. The art and technological world is being continually harnessed to promote sin on 
an unprecedented scale. Sins that were unheard off virtually for centuries are beamed in detail to 
the phones and computers of even young children. Most art galleries and popular music 
performances are used to demonstrate rebellion, blasphemy, and wanton debauchery. The 
Apostle Paul summed up the universal state of the unsaved world, 
 

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used 
deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their 
ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before 
their eyes. (Rom. 3:10-18). 
 

This is the same in every continent, in every culture, and in every century. 
Modern society boasts in its knowledge and sophistication but we have not progressed 

since Cain. We may fly at 600mph across this planet in airplanes but we still do not know how to 
live when we get at our destination any better than our ancestors. Murder, rape, wars, divorce, 
lies, oppression, theft etc. still dominate every corner of the globe in the so-called civilised world. 
There has been no ultimate moral advance for man. We are just more sophisticated and efficient 
at doing the same old sins! As someone once quipped, “Is it progress if you get a cannibal to use 
a knife and fork?” Cain’s civilization with its commerce, entertainment and technology did not 
solve Cain’s fundamental problem. It still cannot do so today. 
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And Adam knew his  wi f e  aga in ;  and she  bare  a  son ,  and ca l l ed  h i s  name Seth :  For  God,  sa id  she ,  hath 

appo inted  me another  s e ed  ins t ead o f  Abel ,  whom Cain s l ew .  And to  Se th ,  to  h im a lso  there  was born a  son ;  

and he  ca l l ed  h i s  name Enos :  then began men to  ca l l  upon the  name o f  the  LORD. (v25-26) 

 

Some may wonder why the Holy Spirit seemingly ignores the other children of Adam and Eve 
and focuses so much attention on first Cain and Abel and then Cain’s descendants and Seth’s 
descendants. The answer is that God is not recording full chronologies just for the sake of 
completeness, but rather drawing our attention to marked contrasts in the chronologies of these 
families. The two contrasting lines of the Cainites and the Sethites are significant. All of 
humanity will follow one of these two lines. Pritchard comments of Cain’s line, 
 

“On one hand the line of Cain produces great cultural benefits and growing prosperity. 
Yet it is marred by self-indulgence, vanity and unrestrained violence. Cain and his 
descendants gave us secular society and secular society gave us Noah’s Flood. The 
followers of God still build huge buildings and make great progress in many fields, and 
they leave God out of the picture. In all these thousands of years, the heart of man has 
not changed at all. There is nothing new under the sun.” 
 
Seth will be born 130 years after the birth of Cain. His name means “appointed.”  It 

demonstrates that his mother’s faith had not wavered despite Abel’s death and the terrible failure 
of Cain and his descendants. Eve still believed by faith that God would fulfill His promise 
through a descendant of hers. Interestingly, she sees Seth as the replacement for Abel and not 
Cain. She evidently recognised that the promised “seed” of Genesis 3:15 would not be through 
Cain and his descendants. God honoured her faith because Christ’s genealogy is traced through 
Seth to Adam (Luke 3:38). 

Seth lived up to the faith of his mother and named his son “Enos,” which means “frail 
one” or “mortal.” This godly man recognised that there is nothing to boast in man. The 
emphasis on Seth’s life was not the achievements of man but the wonder of God. Lamech may 
boast in his strength, but Seth knew the truth of the greatness of God and the frailty of man, 
“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?” (Psa. 8:4).  

With an attitude like this, a man can truly worship God. It is no coincidence that the man 
who replaced Abel led to this record, “then began men to call upon the name of the LORD.” The word 
for “LORD” here is Jehovah or Yahweh the name meaning the personal, covenant God. That is 
how Seth and his descendants saw God. He was more to them than just the Creator Elohim. This 
expression has the idea of public declaration of faith in Jehovah. It is also the paradigm of 
corporate family and church worship in Scripture. Seth and his descendants possessed saving 
knowledge, “And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent” (John 17:3).  

Seth knew the truth of Jesus Christ’s searching question, “For what shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). He was wiser than all the line of Cain 
combined. Cain’s descendants worshipped cities and culture but Seth’s descendants worshipped 
Jehovah. Abel’s death was evidently not in vain. A third remnant generation of believers now 
emerges. A spiritual revival had taken place. God had not finished with the human race. Grace is 
still at work.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Is scientific and technological progress good or bad? How should we teach our children to 
pursue science, arts, and technological advances? 

2. In what ways can a Christian influence society? 
 
3. Where the first generations on this planet primitive people?  
 
4. What do we learn about sin in family lines in Genesis 4? 
 
5. What does Lamech teach us today about our world? 
 
6. What happened to the image of God in man when the Fall occurred? 
 

 


