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WEDNESDAY 2 MARCH 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; Psalm 63 

CONSUMED WITH GOD 
 

Solomon had sought the Lord for wisdom to serve the Lord through the Nation of Jehovah. 
This was a honourable request. We all need wisdom to fulfill our calling here on earth and to ask 
God for wisdom implies that He can provide that. There is no Person better to seek wisdom 
from than the Lord. James tells us in his epistle, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” (Kames 1:5) The Lord is never 
upset or begrudging with His gift of wisdom. The verb “giveth” here is in the present continuous 
tense indicating that the Lord delights to continually give this to His child. The Lord promises to 
answer this cry, “and it shall be given him.” 

It is no surprise that we are explicitly told of this biblical request, “And the speech pleased the 
LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing.” (v10) However, we must also question whether this was 
the very best he could have asked for. Alexander Maclaren observed, “Was this the highest gift 
that he could have asked or received? Surely the deep longings of his father for communion with 
God were yet better.” We must distinguish in life between often what is good and what is the 
best. It appeared that Solomon wanted wisdom to govern the nation rather than to know more 
about God. There is no evidence that he sought the knowledge of God because he had a heart 
consumed with knowing God more and being more transformed to the Will of God in his life.  

That doesn’t mean that Solomon did not have any love for God. We are told in v3 that 
“And Solomon loved the LORD.” However, it appears that he was more interested in being a great 
statesman than being a great saint. This is a sharp distinction between Solomon and his father. 
For David was more consumed with knowing God than exalting the reputation of David. It was 
his father who cried, “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.” (Psa. 63:1) 

It is undoubtedly true that Solomon became one of the wisest administrators and rulers 
that ever walked this earth. Yet his heart drifted from the Lord for many years in a deep 
backsliding (1 Kings 11:1-11). David, by contrast, never drifted like this and testified, “My heart is 
fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise.” (Psa. 57:7) Solomon was prone to wander 
because his heart was never fully surrendered to the Will of God in every area. Alexander 
Maclaren rightly noted, “There is no sign in his biography that he ever had the deep inward 
devotion of his father. After the poet-psalmist came the prosaic and keen-sighted shrewd man of 
affairs.” The days we live in are days that are full of confusion and temptation. We need to 
examine our hearts on this matter today. Are we consumed with God? Do we desire to know 
more about Him and His Will for our lives? Let’s be consumed with God from this moment 
forward.  

 

 
 
HYMN: 624 My Hope Is In Thee  
PRAYER: May We Be Consumed With God 


