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TUESDAY 1 MARCH 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; Hebrews 11 

FROM WEAKNESS MADE STRONG 
 

Solomon first humbled himself before the Lord, “but a little child: I know not how to go out or come 
in..” (v7)  He then went on to acknowledge his weakness, “And thy servant is in the midst of thy people 
which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.” (v8) Solomon also 
recognised that the nation didn’t belong to the Family of David but to the Lord, “is in the midst of 
thy people which thou hast chosen.” Many professing Christians, who are successors to a ministry or a 
business, forget that what they have received is a gift of God. They also overlook that the same 
God who gave it sovereignly has the absolute right to remove it at anytime.  

 After reciting these acknowledgements, Solomon moves on to make his petitions to the 
Lord, “Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good 
and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?” (v9) By making this request, Solomon was 
stating that he knew without God’s wisdom, he was weak and foolish. Solomon didn’t seek 
personal enrichment or personal self-fulfillment but simply for that which would help him serve 
the people. 

 Hebrews 11 sets out a long list of men and women of faith from the Old Testament 
saints. None of these were perfect people. Some had inconsistent faith like Samson and weak 
faith like Barak and Gideon. But the Bible records that although their faith was not great, God 
could transform and use them for we read, “out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” (Heb. 11:34b) These lives are a vivid reminder that God 
doesn’t need perfection in order to use a person. In fact, if God needed perfection He couldn’t 
use anyone. Has God changed? Can He still use weak and insignificant vessels like you to do 
great things for Him? If you feel inadequate and weak today, you are a perfect candidate for God 
to use you.  

The best thing any of us can do is come to God today and confess our weakness and our 
inability. Then He can add us to the list of those, “out of weakness were made strong.” A hardened 
American sea captain looked over at the fresh-faced young Scottish Presbyterian missionary 
Robert Morrison who had boarded his ship at New York for China in 1807. “Do you really think 
you will make any impact on the heathen millions in China?” the Captain asked. “No Sir,” 
Morrison replied confidently, “but I expect God will.” Morrison’s declaration was not over-
confidence but was simply faith in a great God. Robert Morrison translated the first copy of the 
Bible into the Chinese language. He saw a church planted in Macao. Today there are tens of 
millions of believers in China. God took the weak and insignificant Morrison, who humbly 
acknowledged his total dependence on God, and empowered him to launch one of the greatest 
movements in the history of the Church.  
  
 

 
 
HYMN: 325 Look To The Lamb of God  
PRAYER: May We Acknowledge Our Weakness 


