
YEAR OF THE MONKEY 
 
This weekend we have the beginning of the new Chinese Year. This year it is the year of 
the monkey, which is the ninth of the 12-year cycle of animals in the Chinese calendar. 
There are currently more than 250 known types of monkey. Every monkey has its own 
unique set of fingerprints. God has designed their anatomy by making them fast, strong 
and flexible. For instance, they have two opposable thumbs on their hands and feet so 
that they can climb more easily with them.  

The monkey has been greatly maligned by the evolutionist. He argues that 
monkeys and humans share a common apelike ancestor. One of the arguments he 
utilizes to prove his theory is to point out that humans share more than 90% of the same 
DNA structure with primates like the monkey. Hence they say that man is just a shaved 
monkey! Some even want to grant “human rights” to monkeys!  

The way that many depraved men behave is an insult to many monkeys. For 
monkeys don’t do a fraction of the wicked things man does. There are no monkeys 
locked up in prisons or causing Holocausts or engaging in bloody wars! Most monkeys 
are more evolved in their behaviour than such humans! Man is the most dangerous 
creature on the earth. 

It is true that we share many common DNA patterns with other animals like the 
monkey. That should not surprise any Christians as we have a common Designer and 
common Creator. It doesn’t logically follow that we are evolved from a monkey! The 
evolutionist argument also leads to all kinds of absurd conclusions. A banana shares 
about 50% of it’s DNA with humans, does that mean a banana is now to be seen as a 
“half human”? Should we grant human rights for a banana? 

The Bible is the only source of objective fact as to the origins of man. It reveals 
that man was made uniquely “in the image of God.” (Gen. 1:27) Only humans have self-
consciousness and God-consciousness. Unlike the animals, man has an innate moral 
consciousness with a conscience warning him about any breach of the law of God (cf. 
Rom. 2:15-16). Man can meditate, reason, worship, appreciate aesthetics, plan, and 
experience the sensitive emotions of personal relationships. He alone has the capacity for 
fellowship with God. It is man that has an aspect to his being which is spiritual and 
immortal, which animals like the monkey has not and will never have. These 
transcendent qualities are not part of man’s DNA but are what makes up the personality 
of a man. But these material characteristics will decay and die when we die. The 
attributes that reflect the image of God are independent of any common DNA materials. 

Even the evolutionist intuitively understands that man is a unique creature. Just 
look at how the legal system treats the death of a child in a road accident compared to 
the death of an animal. The police will not arrest you for killing a cat or a dog. 
Prosecutions are not brought against KFC for killing chickens and selling them! But if 
they changed the menu to “Kentucky Fried Children” there would be a very different 
reaction!  

Any alternative view to the divine creation of man will diminish the dignity and 
worth of man. That is why evolution, with its degraded views of mankind, has been used 
to justify abortion, euthanasia, perverted bioethics, eugenics, genocide etc down the 
centuries. Dr. William Provine, of Cornell University, who is an evolutionist, summed up 
the worldview of his beliefs: “No life after death; no ultimate foundation for ethics; no 
ultimate meaning for life; no free will.” 

Every one of us here today is special. We are created in the image of God and are 
not the product of impersonal time and chance. We are not the great grandson of a 
monkey or the distant cousin of an elephant! Evolution is a fairy tale for atheists. After 



listening to such a fairy tale lecture on evolution by a science professor, a student wrote 
an amusing poem and titled it “The Amazing Professor.” The poem read:  

 
Once I was a tadpole when I began to begin. 

Then I was a frog with my tail tucked in. 
Next I was a monkey on a coconut tree. 

Now I am a doctor with a Ph.D. 


