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SATURDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; Proverbs 9 

TRUE WISDOM 
 

This story is a very familiar one about Solomon. Yet there are many important spiritual principles 
in this story. We live in a time when knowledge is growing exponentially, especially since the 
advent of the internet. A quick “google search” on our smartphone provides facts on a scale 
unimaginable even a few decades years ago. It is said that by the end of World War II knowledge 
was doubling every 25 years. Today on average human knowledge is doubling every 13 months. 
IBM estimates that soon knowledge will double every 12 hours. Children are taught facts in 
kindergarten today that 50 years ago were taught in University. Not surprisingly the term 
“information overload” became common in recent years. 

Despite the rapid increase in knowledge, true wisdom is declining around the world. 
Indeed, many people think they are wise when they are fools, “Because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” (Rom. 1:21-22) That is because true 
wisdom has a spiritual dimension. The most knowledgeable fallen man who ever lived revealed, 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” (Prov. 9:10) When Harvard University was 
founded, its motto was Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae meaning “Truth for Christ and the Church.” 
Today Harvard has fallen very short of that motto. For the most part it seeks knowledge 
independent of Christ and the Church! Such a pursuit is one of people described by Paul as, 
“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (2 Tim. 3:7) The pursuit of 
knowledge is vanity if it cannot be applied to answer the most profound questions of life and 
cannot give us peace of mind and a sense of true purpose in life. 

Wisdom is not a synonymous term with knowledge. Rather wisdom is the application of 
knowledge. There is a wicked type of wisdom (devil has that) but also a godly type of wisdom. In 
James 3: 17 we are told the right type of wisdom has certain characteristics, 

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy. 

Solomon began well in his reign seeking true wisdom and applying it to his circumstances. Sad to 
say he was not consistent in this. The seeds of his downfall were sown in his early decisions. But 
even his first actions as king were a mixture of wise and unwise. He was not diligent in applying 
God’s truth in every area of his life. It was not ignorance of God’s truth that was Solomon’s 
greatest problem but obeying what he knew. That is the problem for most professing Christians 
as well if we are honest.  

 

 

HYMN: 53 Give To Our God Immortal Praise 
PRAYER: Give Us True Wisdom 


