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FRIDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; Proverbs 4 

OUR GREATEST ENEMY 
 

The news reached Solomon of the disobedience of Shimei. The test for the young king is to 
handle this situation wisely. He knew that it would be very dangerous to ignore or delay handling 
this matter. Shimei would only go further in his rebellion. Solomon doesn’t procrastinate. He 
wisely investigates this by publicly bringing Shimei to him and presenting the charges, “And the 
king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Did I not make thee to swear by the LORD, and protested 
unto thee, saying, Know for a certain, on the day thou goest out, and walkest abroad any whither, that thou shalt 
surely die? and thou saidst unto me, The word that I have heard is good. Why then hast thou not kept the oath of 
the LORD, and the commandment that I have charged thee with?” (v42-43) 

 Solomon also reminded Shimei of his guilt for previous offences, “The king said moreover to 
Shimei, Thou knowest all the wickedness which thine heart is privy to, that thou didst to David my father: 
therefore the LORD shall return thy wickedness upon thine own head; And king Solomon shall be blessed, and 
the throne of David shall be established before the LORD for ever.” (v44-45) God had explicitly forbidden 
the Israelites from cursing their ruler (cf. Exod. 22:28) Solomon doesn’t just speak but now acts 
decisively, “So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; which went out, and fell upon him, that he 
died.” (v46a) 

This was a very sensitive and trying period for Solomon. He had grown up in peace and 
his father had taken all the difficult decisions for him. These tests would prove his leadership. 
True leadership qualities are forged in a crisis. Solomon had passed these tests with flying 
colours. We are told, “And the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.” (v46b) His reputation 
would have been greatly enhanced. He had won the peace. All of Israel would know that they 
had a true leader on the throne. This would act as a deterrence to potential rebels in the nation. 
It is no wonder that he wrote, “Take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be 
established in righteousness.” (Prov. 25:5)  

It seemed that there would be a bright future for Solomon now. But the tragic irony in 
this story is that Solomon could master other evildoers in his nation but he could never master 
his greatest enemy - himself. The greatest threat to Solomon’s reign was Solomon! He would 
rightly counsel others, “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men…..Keep thy 
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” (Prov. 4:14, 23) Someone once said the heart of 
every problem is the problem of the heart! Our greatest enemy is always ourselves. D.L. Moody 
once observed, “I have had more trouble with myself than with any other man I have ever met.” 
The tragedy was that Solomon didn’t guard his own heart and his own actions. This would cost 
him dearly. He could talk the talk to others but couldn’t walk the walk himself. There is no 
substitute for maintaining a heart of consistent faithfulness to the Word of God. 

 

 

HYMN: 550 Search Me, O God 
PRAYER: Give Us Consistency of Character 


