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THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; 1 Timothy 5:24 

DRAWING THE LINE 
 

The final dangerous man that Solomon had been advised to deal with was Shimei. King David 
had counseled of Shimei, “ Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what 
thou oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.” (v9) David had 
personal experience of the bitter hatred of this man. He knew that this was a man that if given 
the opportunity would not fail to speak out against the family of David.  

Solomon proved his wisdom with his decision. He decided to put this evil and powerful 
enemy under house arrest, “And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Build thee an house 
in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither. For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, 
and passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon 
thine own head.” (v36-37) There was a prudent and a wise decision. If Solomon had simply ordered 
the death of Shimei he would be accused of acting outside the rule of law, as Shimei had done 
nothing wrong under his reign. It would not be proper for Solomon to execute Shimei for the 
same crime his father had pardoned him over. Solomon’s enemies within the house of Saul could 
have used this to stir up opposition against him. By giving Shimei room to demonstrate the fruits 
of repentance but making clear the explicit consequences of him showing any hint of 
disobedience balanced mercy and justice. The limitation on the movements of Shimei was also 
wise. In Jerusalem he was near the king where Solomon could keep a close eye on him. 
Furthermore, it was a distance from his support base in the territory of the Benjamites.  

Shimei has no real choice but to accept the terms, “And Shimei said unto the king, The saying 
is good: as my lord the king hath said, so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days.” (v38) 
For “many days” Shimei keeps to the oath he had sworn to Solomon not to leave Jerusalem. 
Clearly he feared the consequences. But there came a time when he felt free to disobey, “And it 
came to pass at the end of three years, that two of the servants of Shimei ran away unto Achish son of Maachah 
king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, thy servants be in Gath. And Shimei arose, and saddled his 
ass, and went to Gath to Achish to seek his servants: and Shimei went, and brought his servants from Gath.” 
(v39-40) A proud unrepentant man like Shimei must have chafed at such restrictions. Eventually 
he couldn’t resist rebelling against the law and his own oath. By his actions, Shimei revealed that 
he did not respect the king’s authority. May be he thought that Solomon in his busy life had 
forgotten or was too weak to really take him on now. That was his greatest mistake.   

When a man of God draws a public line that must not be crossed in the work of God or 
in his home, he must expect to be tested on it. The devil’s crowd will always try to get him to 
compromise on such matters. This act of rebellion by Shimei is the next great test for Solomon. 
Shimei is about to discover the hard way that Solomon may have been young but he was not 
immature.  

 

HYMN: 537 Not I, but Christ 
PRAYER: Give Us The Mind of Christ 


