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WEDNESDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; 2 Samuel 21:1-14 

JUSTICE DESERVED 
 

Solomon had crossed the Rubicon with Joab. Now Benaiah would have the task of directly 
dealing with the evildoers. This problem was that as a soldier it was a sensitive issue for him to 
enter the precincts of the altar to execute justice. Wisely, he sought further clarification from the 
king when Joab pleaded to die in such a place. It would not be appropriate to mix the blood of 
such an evil man with that of sacred offerings. Benaiah returned to the king with a further test, 
“And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lord, and said unto him, Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he 
said, Nay; but I will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he 
answered me.” (v30).  

It would be easy for Solomon to equivocate with this delay in executing the judgment 
and the words of Joab. But he is decisive and resolute, “And the king said unto him, Do as he hath 
said, and fall upon him, and bury him; that thou mayest take away the innocent blood, which Joab shed, from me, 
and from the house of my father. And the LORD shall return his blood upon his own head, who fell upon two 
men more righteous and better than he, and slew them with the sword, my father David not knowing thereof, to 
wit, Abner the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the host of 
Judah. Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab, and upon the head of his seed for ever: but upon 
David, and upon his seed, and upon his house, and upon his throne, shall there be peace for ever from the 
LORD.” (v31-33) Solomon made clear in this sentence the depth of Joab’s guilt. He made clear 
he was not acting for political advantage but upholding God’s perfect law of justice. For to not 
avenge the innocent blood would have left a stain on the House of David and the nation itself 
(cf. Numbers 35:33). 

Benaiah proved himself to be a reliable and loyal soldier of Solomon. As a warrior, he 
would have grown up fearing and respecting Joab. The old general was still head of the army of 
the nation. He had proved himself to be a tremendous warrior for nearly 4 decades. This was no 
insignificant man. But without hesitation, Benaiah immediately and fully carried out the King’s 
command, “So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him, and slew him: and he was buried in his 
own house in the wilderness.” (v34) There was a measure of dignity afforded Joab in death in that he 
was buried in his family plot. This was a token of respect that he didn’t always afford to others 
like Absalom.  

Solomon wisely promoted the men that he had proven their loyalty, “And the king put 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his room over the host: and Zadok the priest did the king put in the room of 
Abiathar.” (v35) He had placed some significant tests before these men and they had passed. 
David had placed Benaiah over the bodyguards and now Solomon promotes him further to be 
the Commander over the forces of Israel.  

 

 

HYMN: 333 How Sad Our State 
PRAYER: Give Us Courage 


