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TUESDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; Psalm 75 

GOD ON THE THRONE 
 

Solomon was faced with a life-changing choice. His choice would reveal his character at that 
time. He could have asked for anything. Most people would have sought for self-serving things 
for their selfish ambitions and desires. But the young king chose well, “And Solomon said, Thou 
hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast 
given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant 
king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. And thy 
servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted 
for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between 
good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?” (v6-9)  

 Solomon had much to boast about - young, handsome, and an absolute ruler over one of 
the most prosperous and secure empires. He seemingly had so much. The world was at his feet. 
It would have been easy in such an environment surrounded by flatterers and flunkies who 
jumped to please him for Solomon to start to believe he was great, especially when his father was 
no longer around to correct him. Yet in these early years of his reign his humility before God is 
marked. He refers to himself as “thy servant king” and “a little child.” Solomon showed he had not 
forgotten the goodness of God to his father, “Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great 
mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and 
thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.” 
Often children forget the past blessings of the Lord to their forefathers. This is increasingly so 
when their parents pass away. But Solomon had not. The instruction of David was still fresh in 
his mind and heart.  

 After the great battle to be enthroned and then to maintain his kingdom, Solomon could 
also have easily started to feel proud of this achievement at such a young age. He had showed 
great wisdom and courage in dealing with Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab, and Shimei. These were not 
insignificant opponents and Solomon’s achievements were clearly noteworthy. But Solomon was 
quick here to point out that he recognised that he sat on the throne of Israel because of God’s 
sovereign plan and power, “And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of 
David my father.” This is a good perspective to have on life, “For promotion cometh neither from the east, 
nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.” (Psa. 
75:6-7) It is easy for us all to forget in a world that glorifies self, that it is God who is sovereign 
in our lives today. The fear or reverence of God’s sovereignty over our lives is truly the 
beginning of wisdom and blessing. Many Christians view God as sovereign over creation and 
even salvation but not over the day to day affairs of their lives. That is a great mistake and 
diminishes the glory of God.  

 
 
HYMN: 160 Lamb of God, Thou Art Seated  
PRAYER: May We Acknowledge Thy Sovereignty 


