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TUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; Exodus 21 

JUSTICE APPLIED  
 

The next one to be dealt with by Solomon is Joab. He was likely the most dangerous of all. 
David expressly instructed Solomon concerning him, “Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not 
his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.” (v6) The old king discerned that Joab would never 
change. He was an incorrigible evil. Solomon clearly agreed with his father’s judgment. 

 Joab, doubtless, had a very efficient spy network within the palace. He quickly recognised 
that the news was not good for him, “Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, 
though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD, and caught hold on the 
horns of the altar.” (v28) The horns of the altar was a place that an accused man could seek mercy. 
It was a general custom in the East that religious sanctuaries were a place where the accused 
could flee for mercy.  Joab likely knew that Solomon had extended mercy to Adonijah when he 
had fled there in 1 Kings 1 so he may have calculated that it would work for him also. Ironically 
Joab fled to a place where God was especially present despite the fact that he had shown no 
respect for God or God’s Word. The man who had shown no mercy to others demanded mercy 
for himself.  Perhaps he thought that as Solomon’s cousin and his long service for his father 
entitled him to special privileges.  

There are many who use holy places as a refuge to run when a crisis comes to their lives. 
They don’t run to repent – just to get help. We see today many attending church, reading the 
Bible, practicing the sacraments, and even praying when trouble comes. But these things will not 
deliver them from the sin they have committed. CH Spurgeon observed,  

“The laying hold upon the literal horns of an altar, which can be handled, availed not 
Joab. There are many - oh, how many still! - That are hoping to be saved, because they 
lay hold, as they think, upon the home of the altar by sacraments.” 

The Bible expressly stated that the horns of the altar could not be utilised as a place of 
unconditional protection for the guilty, “But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to slay 
him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die.” (Exodus 21:14) Biblical justice 
required that Joab be killed for his crimes. He had murdered Abner and Amasa in cold blood. 
He had engaged in treason against Solomon and no doubt would have no compunction in 
murdering him if it suited the cause of Adonijah. Joab had lived by the sword and he would die 
by the sword. God would allow him to reap what he sowed.  

 Solomon had no hesitation in commanding that the capital sentence be executed upon 
the guilty, “And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD; and, behold, he 
is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him.” (v29) This was 
not an easy thing for Solomon to do. Joab was a relative and a very powerful man. However, this 
was not a time for mercy. Joab had refused that before. This was a time for justice.  

 

HYMN: 410 His Be The Victor’s Name 
PRAYER: Give Us Discernment  


