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WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; John 12 

A MIXED HEART 
 

Solomon had a schizophrenic type of Christianity. The inspired writer reveals, “And Solomon loved 
the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. And 
the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did 
Solomon offer upon that altar.” (v3-4) At this point there was no temple built in Jerusalem. The Ark 
of the Covenant was on Mount Zion in Jerusalem in a canvas tabernacle. David had brought it 
up there early in his reign. However, there was a tabernacle in the wilderness in the high place of 
Gibeon along with the bronze altar that Moses had built, which was about seven miles northwest 
of Jerusalem.   

 Despite his compromise with his marriages, Solomon had a heart for God. The Bible 
states, “And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father.” At this point in his 
reign Solomon strove to consistently please the Lord. We must take these words at face value! 
His zeal for the Lord was demonstrated in that he honoured the Lord in worship with a 1,000 
burnt offerings on the altar. There is no reason to be cynical and assume that Solomon was 
trying to “buy” God favour. A heart that truly loves God will want to honour God in an 
extravagant way. It appears that Solomon truly loved God. However, his heart was not 
completely consumed with God. There were areas of his life that were not fully surrendered. He 
loved God but he also loved these pagan women who eventually helped turn Solomon’s heart 
away from the LORD (1 Kings 11:4-10). G Campbell Morgan observed, “The perils of mixed 
motives and a divided heart are terrible indeed.”  

 The Lord responded to this imperfect faith of Solomon, “In Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.” (v5) This is not a mythical genie 
in the bottle story but a real event. The Lord really wanted Solomon to succeed! God is never 
cynical or mean with His blessings. Although that doesn’t excuse our failures, we are all thankful 
the Lord doesn’t demand absolute perfection before he blesses us! 

 In this offer to Solomon, the Lord was testing this young king. By his response, God 
would reveal what were the deepest values of Solomon’s heart at this time. It would set the tone 
for the future of his life and reign. This was not because the Lord did not know. It was for 
Solomon’s benefit and for our benefit as readers. The Lord will often test His children like this. 
Christian maturity will reveal a heart that desires to want the best from God to enable you to 
serve in your divinely appointed role for His glory. That is a good challenge for us today. If the 
Lord offered you any blessing from Him, what would you ask for? Most of us, if we were 
honest, would not respond well to such an offer.  

 

 

 
 
HYMN: 408 Blessed Assurance  
PRAYER: Make Us Consistent Christians 


