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TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 3; 1 Kings 14:21 

HALFWAY SEPARATION 
 

Solomon first political action started the warning lights flashing on his life in marrying Pharaoh’s 
daughter. It wasn’t that Solomon did not know the Word of God. This is the smartest fallen man 
who ever lived. In another part of Scripture we read, “And Solomon brought up the daughter of 
Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the house that he had built for her: for he said, My wife shall not dwell in 
the house of David king of Israel, because the places are holy, whereunto the ark of the LORD hath come.” (2 
Chron. 8:11) The irony is that Solomon was cognizant that his pagan wife wasn’t holy enough to 
abide in the Holy City of Jerusalem but he thought she was holy enough to live with as a spouse 
outside of Jerusalem.  

This is a very human story. Many professing Christians think they can be halfway 
separatists. They feel that they can sin in private and, as long as they are not in the church, God 
doesn’t see them or doesn’t care what they do. There are other problems for Solomon now. He 
is married in the closest human relationship on earth to a person that he cannot take to worship 
the Lord with. This will impact any children he will have. It will set a terrible example for his 
nation as people are looking to him to set a moral standard.  

Solomon also forgot or chose to ignore that if the Lord is a part of your life, He needs to 
be a part of your marriage and your home life. Solomon once wrote, “Except the LORD build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 
(Psa. 127:1) The king could talk the talk but he could not walk the walk. When it came to this 
marriage Solomon deliberately ignored the Lord. It should also be noted that this wasn’t 
Solomon’s first marriage to a pagan. We know that Rehoboam must have been born the year 
before Solomon became king, as Rehoboam was 41 years old when he became king (1 Kings 
14:21) and Solomon only reigned 40 years (1 Kings 11:42). The mother of Rehoboam was 
Naamah an Ammonite.  

The road to great sin always begins with small steps of compromise. One unbiblical 
marriage led the way to a thousand more. I am sure Solomon never imagined that the day he 
married these pagan wives that it would end up with him sacrificing in Jerusalem to their pagan 
gods. But it did. These foreign pagan wives did more that simply make Solomon a bad example 
to the nation, but they also led him to destroy his testimony and legacy. No one in Bible pointed 
to Solomon after his death as an example of a godly leader. He never made it to Hebrews 11 – 
even Samson did! 

Many start of their pilgrimage and public ministry well like Solomon. There was much to 
admire in his early years as king. The great temple and wisdom in his administration as well as 
the wonderful books like Proverbs and the Song of Solomon. But it’s not enough to begin well. 
We must be consistent all the way through life and end well.  

 
 
HYMN: 720 God Is Always Near Me  
PRAYER: Help Us to End Well 


