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THURSDAY 7 JANUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; John 14 

PASSING INTO ETERNITY  
 

David finishes his instruction with one more warning, “And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son 
of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the LORD, saying, I will not put thee to death 
with the sword. Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what thou oughtest to 
do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.” (v8-9) Shimei deserved to die for 
his sin in cursing the God-anointed ruler. Even when David was on the run from Absalom he 
was still the lawful king in the sight of God. When David was restored to the throne, he chose to 
not invoke the capital sentence when Shimei begged for mercy.   

 David clearly recognised that Shimei had not truly repented and would be a powerful 
threat to the throne of Solomon. Shimei was a man of great influence from the house of Saul, 
He could easily be seen as an alternative ruler to the inexperienced young Solomon. David  
honoured his vow to not kill him by permitting him to live in his lifetime, “and I sware to him by the 
LORD, saying, I will not put thee to death with the sword.” However, Solomon was not bound by this 
commitment. So David’s advice was for Solomon to deal with Shimei, whenever providence 
provided an opportunity, “Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what 
thou oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.”  

 The next verse succinctly noted the passing of David from time into eternity, “So David 
slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.” (v10) In 1 Chronicles we read this tribute to 
David, “And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour.” (1 Chron. 29:28) This great man 
was now enjoying his eternal rest. No longer would he suffer from physical and spiritual failure. 
His race was now run. The baton had been passed to another generation. There comes a time for 
every pilgrim to come to the end of his or her pilgrimage. We are not saved to stay in this world 
forever. The Lord Jesus informed us, “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:2-3) Christ is preparing us a place 
over there for us to live over there. Earth is just a temporary stopping post on the journey to 
glory.  

 David reigned for 40 years in total, “And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: 
seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.” (v11) There were ups 
and downs in these four decades on the throne. He had faced threats from within and without 
yet God had remained faithful to him right to the last step of the journey. Redpath sums up the 
life of David in these words, “He was a shepherd, a soldier, an outlaw, a king, a fugitive, a sinner, 
a saint, a poet . . .His experiences were the writing of God on his life, making him into a man 
after God’s own heart.” 

 

HYMN: 475 Work, for the Night is Coming  
PRAYER: Make Us Workers in our Generation for Thee 


