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SUNDAY 3 JANUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; Joshua 1:6-9 

BE A MAN 
 

David wanted Solomon to execute the justice that he was unable to do so on men like Joab and 
Shimei. The old king knew this would not be easy, as he had failed in it. Hence he urges 
Solomon, “be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man.” (v2b) This strength was not some fleshly 
strength of simply crushing others and acting like a dictator. David makes clear to Solomon that 
his strength is to be tied to his obedience to the revealed Word of God, “And keep the charge of the 
LORD thy God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and his judgments, and 
His testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself.” (v3) In essence, what David is counseling is that the only way to 
truly succeed in life is to walk with God. There are people who succeed at the wrong things. 
Many of the ungodly rulers, politicians, entertainment stars, and business tycoons of this world 
do that. But David knows that there is only one way to measure ultimate success – one’s 
obedience to God’s will.  

On a number of occasions in David’s 40-year reign he failed in this area and he had to 
pay a very heavy price. David is not jealous of the wonderful natural gifts and opportunities that 
the Lord has bestowed on his young son. He wants the very best for this young king. David 
wants Solomon to avoid his mistakes but also to “prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou 
turnest thyself.” Every Christian parent should have that desire and prayer for their children - that 
they would avoid their failures and walk even more deeply with the Lord.  

The first task Solomon must put his mind to deal with is to cut out a cancer in the body 
of the nation in the form of some prominent evil men in the nation. David doesn’t speak in 
riddles or ambiguities but explicitly sets forth who these men are and what they have done. This 
was not some act of personal vengeance but this was state justice on ruthless and unrepentant 
criminals. David makes that clear when he sets forth the evidence against them, “Moreover thou 
knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, 
unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, 
and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet.” (v5) 
Joab had murdered in cold blood two officers of the state in a time of peace. This was a capital 
offence. He deserved to die twice over! That is why David charged Solomon, “Do therefore 
according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.” (v6)  

I suspect David mentioned Joab first as he knew this man was the greatest danger to the 
unity of the nation. Joab was a ruthless multiple murderer. He was also efficient and experienced. 
Adonijah may be a playboy prince who has pretensions of grandeur but Joab is not a person to 
be underestimated. David knew that Joab needed to be put down. He makes clear that there 
should be no further windows of mercy for Joab. This man is incorrigibly evil.  

 

HYMN: 63 Come Thou Almighty King  
PRAYER: Give Us Strength of Character 


