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FRIDAY 22 JANUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; 1 Peter 2:23 

MERCY & JUSTICE  
 

Solomon now moved to deal with the other threats to his throne. The next one to be dealt with 
was Abiathar the priest, “And unto Abiathar the priest said the king, Get thee to Anathoth, unto thine own 
fields; for thou art worthy of death: but I will not at this time put thee to death, because thou barest the ark of the 
LORD God before David my father, and because thou hast been afflicted in all wherein my father was afflicted.” 
(v26) He was the son of Ahimelech the head priest at Nob and was descended from Phinehas 
the son of Eli, and through him from Ithamar the son of Aaron. Abiathar was the only priest to 
survive the massacre by King Saul of all the priests. David had caused the death of his family by 
his deception to Ahimelech. So he carried the guilt of that sin and had undertaken for Abiathar’s 
needs for 40 years.  

Abiathar was honoured by being appointed as High Priest in David’s reign. This was a 
greatly respected and powerful position in the nation. He was permitted to carry the holy Ark of 
the Covenant and was privileged to represent the nation on the Day of the Atonement in the 
Holy of Holies. But then he treacherously sided with Adonijah against Solomon. This act of 
public treason deserved a capital sentence, as Solomon acknowledged, “for thou art worthy of death.” 
Interestingly, Abiathar didn’t argue over this fact and attempt to defend his character.  

Solomon decided that Abiathar should receive a  degree of mercy, “but I will not at this time 
put thee to death, because thou barest the ark of the LORD God before David my father, and because thou hast 
been afflicted in all wherein my father was afflicted.” Abiathar had greatly suffered with David through 
many things. There was no hint of rebellion or disloyalty to David during the four decades he 
was on the throne. Interestingly, David didn’t bring up any crimes or sins he had committed 
when he gave his final instructions to Solomon.  

In light of those facts, Solomon must have regarded the act of treason as not reflective of 
Abiathar’s whole life of service. When Absalom had overthrown the throne of David and seized 
control of the nation, Abiathar remained loyal to David (cf. 2 Samuel 15:24). He was not in the 
same category as Joab or Adonijah. There is no evidence that he had murdered anyone so it 
would be somewhat unfair to judge him in the same light as them. But as he had proved himself 
unreliable, and there is no hint of repentance for his treason, and was in a very influential 
position, it was not wise to leave him there. A wise decision was to banish him to retirement 
from the priesthood in Anathoth, which was a small village where his influence would be 
extremely limited. This balanced mercy and justice with the wider needs of national unity and 
stability. The stripping of this formerly powerful High Priest of any further political or religious 
activity would also act as a deterrent to any others in the future. The action of taking such 
unprecedented action against such a senior figure in the state sent out a very important message. 
Solomon had to be seen to act.  
 

 

HYMN: 404 A Rock That Stands Forever 
PRAYER: Give Us Mercy and Justice  


