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WEDNESDAY 20 JANUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; Proverbs 25:5 

CROSSING THE RUBICON  
 

In 49 BC the young Roman General, Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon River on the border of 
Italy and Gaul with his army to facedown the Senate of Rome. This line was considered the 
point where he would be declared a rebel and civil war would break out. As he crossed Julius  
cried to his men “alea iacta est” or “the die is cast,” which is similar to the modern phrase of “the 
point of no return.” The Roman Senate had now to facedown Caesar for this blatant act of 
insurrection. A Civil War was declared, in which Caesar’s legions eventually triumphed to make 
him the Emperor. It was the beginning of the end of the famous Roman Republic and the 
establishment of a dictatorship.   

 In seeking the hand of Abishag for marriage, Adonijah had crossed his Rubicon. 
Solomon quickly identified that fact. He wisely recognised that he must facedown Adonijah and 
keep his promise of a capital sentence. Without hesitation, Solomon declared, “Then king Solomon 
sware by the LORD, saying, God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not spoken this word against his 
own life. Now therefore, as the LORD liveth, which hath established me, and set me on the throne of David my 
father, and who hath made me an house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put to death this day.” (v23-24) 
Any delay to the execution of this sentence would play into the hands of Adonijah and make 
Solomon look fearful and weak. Solomon had begun his rule by avoiding bloodshed but he knew 
that this could not go on. A line had been crossed which justice demanded that something must 
be done.  

 It is not enough to issue a capital sentence against Adonijah, the king needed a 
trustworthy and capable man to carry out the death penalty, “And king Solomon sent by the hand of 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died.” (v25) David had handed Solomon some 
great servants to co-labour with him. The death of Adonijah was the ultimate act of deterrence. 
The threat to Solomon from this quarter was put down forever.  

 There still remained the rest of the co-conspirators. Although we are not told of evidence 
that Adonijah had conspired with others, Solomon clearly identified the hand of Joab and 
Abiathar in Adonijah’s request, “ask for him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder brother; even for him, 
and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.” (v22b) It may well be that Solomon had 
intelligence that these two were involved. Certainly it would be in keeping with what we know of 
their character. The decisiveness of how he now acted in relation to these two individuals is 
suggestive that he knew they were involved in some degree. He could have simply let the 
example of the justice meted out to Adonijah be a warning to them but Solomon as a wise man 
recognised that this would not be enough. Men like Joab perceive second chances as a weakness 
to be exploited.  

 

 

HYMN: 505 Master, the Tempest is Raging 
PRAYER: Give Us Wisdom in Handling People  


