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SATURDAY 2 JANUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; Hebrews 13:8 

WINNING THE PEACE 
 

This is a very significant chapter in redemptive history. It records the passing of the greatest king 
of Israel to his eternal reward, “Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die.” (v1a) This 
statement is a reminder to us all that life is finite for every man. Even the greatest of God’s 
leaders have to cross through the valley of the shadow of death. From the moment we are born 
we begin to die – our bodies get older and weaker with age. Then we die. We are not here 
forever. Statistics are remarkable on death - 10 out of 10 die! Every day the obituary columns are 
full in our newspapers. Every day the graveyards keep growing around the world. The rich and 
the poor die – the young and the old die – it doesn’t matter what continent, culture or century 
you come from – all meet in the graveyard.  

David is not coming back. What an incredible loss it is for Israel but even more so for 
Solomon on a personal level. David acknowledged that Solomon was young, unproven and was 
of a tender disposition when he prayed for him before he died. But David also recognised the 
wisdom and potential in this young man, “Do therefore according to thy wisdom..” (v6) 

Now Solomon must rise up and lead and be a man. No more would he be able to head 
up to his father’s court for guidance. All the great responsibility of leading this nation fell on 
him. He must act and deal justly with evildoers. This is the charge David placed upon him, “I go 
the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man.” (v2)However, when a man of 
God dies, nothing of God dies with him. The same GOD that saved, called and kept Solomon’s 
father could also do the same for him. That is why David reminded Solomon that Jehovah can 
be trusted to honour His promises after the passing of David, “That the LORD may continue His 
word which He spake concerning me, saying….” (v4a) The same is true for you and I.  

Among the last and pressing tasks that David gave Solomon to do was to administer 
justice on a group of prominent evildoers in the kingdom. These men had the potential to inflict 
instability and great harm to the long-term interests of the nation. All were significant and 
powerful men – Adonijah (older brother and handsome charismatic royal prince – had revealed 
himself to highly ambitious and treacherous already), Joab (a ruthless, veteran Army General, 
who had proven that he had an uncanny ability to survive), Shimei (a powerful relative of the 
House of Saul who was a sworn enemy of David’s monarchy), and Abiathar (an experienced 
priest with influence among the religious leadership of the nation). To handle such men would 
require wisdom and courage. Solomon was unproven in such matters. He would have to 
facedown these powerful adversaries. 

Providence will provide the opportunity now that his kingdom is more firmly established. 
These tests of your integrity and courage will always come in life – the only question is how will 
you handle them? Solomon’s reign will be one of peace, but there will be a price to pay for 
peace.  He will win that peace early in his reign by dealing with the evildoers.  

 

HYMN: 310 The Light of the World  
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PRAYER: Give Us Thy Peace 


