
Cornerstone Church Devotional                                                                 Rev Dr Paul Ferguson  
                                         

  

www.cornerstonechurch.com.sg 1 

TUESDAY 19 JANUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; 2 Samuel 16 

LIVING UP TO YOUR WORD  
 

Adonijah had prepared Bathsheba well for she presented his petition in the form he requested, 
“Then she said, I desire one small petition of thee; I pray thee, say me not nay. And the king said unto her, Ask 
on, my mother: for I will not say thee nay.” (v20) The king’s response seemed to offer the perfect 
opportunity for Adonijah’s evil plan to succeed. So Bathsheba quickly proceeded to the request, 
“And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah thy brother to wife.” (v21) 

 Solomon proved he was truly a wise man by seeing right through the conspiracy, “And 
king Solomon answered and said unto his mother, And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for 
Adonijah? ask for him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder brother; even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, 
and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.” (v22) The king recognised that to marry the wife or concubine of a 
former king was to effectively declare yourself as his successor. The former’s king’s wives 
became the property of his successor. That is why Solomon says to ask for Abishag was 
effectively asking for the throne, “ask for him the kingdom also.” This was an indirect way of 
publicly making a claim on the throne. Coupled with the fact that he was the elder brother, this 
would enhance Adonijah’s image as the rightful king.  

 This tradition was not limited to the Gentiles. Ishbosheth was greatly angered when he 
heard rumours that Abner had taken Rizpah, a concubine of Saul (2 Sam. 3:7). Indeed, when 
Absalom seized the throne from David this was publicly proclaimed by taking David’s harem of 
concubines as his and by sleeping with them (2 Sam. 16:21). If Adonijah had got away with this 
act of taking Abishag for his wife, we can be sure that he would engineer a crisis to seize the 
throne. Many would be confused as to who the legitimate king was. For Adonijah had the 
Eastern right of primogeniture and had married the former king’s wife. This would inevitably 
convince many to follow him, especially those connected to Joab and Abiathar.  

 Solomon had sworn in the previous conspiracy concerning Adonijah, “And Solomon said, 
If he will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but if wickedness shall be 
found in him, he shall die.” (1 Kings 1:52) The line had been laid down with the clear consequences 
for crossing it. Words are easy to utter but they must be lived up to. Weak leaders make promises 
and threats but don’t live up to them. But when you make a public statement of lines that cannot 
be crossed, God will often test your character when the line is crossed. Solomon not only 
perceived the line had been crossed here, but also he knew what he had to do to deal with it and 
was willing to do it. When you are in leadership, you must really lead. This is a problem for many 
husbands, parents, employers, church leaders etc. Some famously failed in their duties to do that 
such as Isaac, Eli, David etc. They wanted the title of a spiritual leader but didn’t want to take the 
responsibilities.  

 

 

HYMN: 451 O Thou in Whose Presence 
PRAYER: Help Us to Live Our Responsibilities  


