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MONDAY 18 JANUARY 2016 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 2; 2 Samuel 3:7 

NEW TACTICS  
 

Adonijah had not changed his ambitions – just his tactics to achieve them. He has thought 
through carefully his next move. He cannot be seen to be so direct in seeking the throne, as 
Solomon will be very suspicious of him. So after soliciting pity from Bathsheba by his whine 
about what he has lost, he then moves to his real agenda, “ And now I ask one petition of thee, deny me 
not. And she said unto him, Say on.” (v16) Adonijah deliberately attempted to downplay his strategy 
by claiming he just wanted one small thing. He also tried to get her to agree in advance to bind 
herself to him unconditionally without first revealing what he wanted. Bathsheba appears to have 
fallen into the trap, “And she said unto him, Say on.” 

 As soon as she opened the door, the cunning wolf revealed his hand, “And he said, Speak, 
I pray thee, unto Solomon the king, (for he will not say thee nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunammite to 
wife.” (v17) Before he revealed what he actually wanted, Adonijah smoothed the path with some 
flattery, “for he will not say thee nay.” Using the mother to manipulate the heart of Solomon was 
also part of his tactics. This is presented as an innocent request. He has only a romantic interest 
in the very beautiful Abishag. All he now wants is this “consolation prize” after losing out 
unfairly on the main prize as the throne, which he had argued should rightly have been his, as he 
was the older son.  

 It appeared Adonijah’s strategy worked, “And Bathsheba said, Well; I will speak for thee unto 
the king.” (v18) Doubtless, he was secretly congratulating himself. But this moment of triumph 
would be the reason for his death. Many scholars are divided on whether Bathsheba really 
discerned what Adonijah was up to. Some think she saw through the request and she saw an 
opportunity to permanently remove Adonijah as a threat. For she knew Solomon was too wise to 
not understand the implications of the request and not deal with the threat. Others think that 
this lonely widow was fooled by the charm of the handsome prince and felt sorry for him. I tend 
to lean to the former, as this woman was no fool. Her words of advice to Solomon in Proverbs 
reveal a woman who is very wise. 

 Bathsheba kept her promise and went to speak to Solomon, “Bathsheba therefore went 
unto king Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and 
bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king's 
mother; and she sat on his right hand.” (v19) Despite being the wisest and wealthiest man in the 
world, Solomon took the opportunity to show respect for his mother, “And the king rose up to meet 
her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king's mother; 
and she sat on his right hand.” This respect revealed much of the character of Solomon and also the 
values his had been brought up with by David and Bathsheba. It would have been easy for 
Solomon to despise her but his behaviour is an example for us all.  

 

HYMN: 367 Give Him the Glory 
PRAYER: Keep Us From the Adonijahs of this world  


