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SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Deuteronomy 23:21-23 

TRUTH IN ALL THINGS 
 

Bathsheba’s respect invokes a response from the ailing old king, “And the king said, What wouldest 
thou?” (v16b) She begins her response by reminding David of his covenantal oath that he swore 
in the name of Jehovah, “And she said unto him, My lord, thou swarest by the LORD thy God unto thine 
handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne.” (v17) It 
was wise to remind David up front that this commitment by him was no mere aspiration or 
sentimental passing remark. He knew God’s revealed will on this matter and he tool a solemn 
oath to uphold this. The Westminster Confession instructs us that this is a serious matter  

“A lawful oath is a part of religious worship, wherein upon just occasion, the 
person swearing solemnly calleth God to witness what he asserteth or promiseth; 
and to judge him according to the truth or falsehood of what he sweareth.” 

So our vows are not mere aspirations or sentimental expressions but public statements of 
dedication that God holds us to (cf. Deut. 23:21-23; Eccl. 5:4-6). To violate them is a serious sin, 
“When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God 
will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee” (cf. Num. 30:2; Eccl. 5:4-5; Matt. 5:33). 
Throughout his long reign David was a man that consistently honoured his commitments to the 
Lord. This quality was why the Lord chose him to be the shepherd of the nation, “He chose David 
also his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: From following the ewes great with young he brought him to 
feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided 
them by the skilfulness of his hands.” (Psa. 78:70-72) 

 Bathsheba followed the instructions of Nathan carefully, “Go and get thee in unto king 
David, and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign?” (v13) 
She first reminded the king of his covenantal promise in v17. Then she went on to set out the 
reality of the facts at that present time, “And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord the king, 
thou knowest it not: And he hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the sons 
of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant hath he not 
called.” (v18-19) Her testimony was based on fact and she doesn’t exaggerate or twist the facts to 
suit her own agenda. It must have been a great temptation to do so with her son’s life and her 
own on the line. She is under incredible pressure. This is a wise and godly woman.  

 Most believers acknowledge that lying is a sin but few really worry about exaggeration. 
We are called to be truth tellers (Zech. 8:16; Eph. 4:25), because we are to imitate Jesus who 
embodied the truth (John 14:6). That is why God hated lying. (Prov. 12:22) We need to cry with 
the Psalmist, “Remove from me the way of lying: and grant me thy law graciously.” (Psa. 119:29). The great 
revivalist preacher Jonathan Edwards once vowed, “in speech, never to speak anything but the 
pure and simple truth.” 

 

HYMN: HGG 18 Thou, the God Who Changes Never 
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PRAYER: Give Us Truthful Tongues 


