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SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Proverbs 31 

GODLY MOTHERS 
 

Bathsheba shows great respect to her aged king and husband, “And Bathsheba bowed, and did 
obeisance unto the king.” (v16a) Even though this was personally a moment of great personal crisis 
for her and her son, she takes time to courteously approach David.  

We get the impression of a woman of meekness, courage, dignity, and patience. It’s no 
wonder that we read that her husband and her son hold her in high regard when she approached 
them on a number of occasions. Indeed, Solomon showed her the highest respect, “Bathsheba 
therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and bowed 
himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king's mother; and she sat on his 
right hand.” (1 Kings 2:19) This incident was when Solomon was a wealthy, powerful, and wise 
man. Yet he never let power and prosperity go to his head. His actions are in line with his words, 
“Her children arise up, and call her blessed.” (Prov. 31:28a) 

Bathsheba’s son later advised all parents, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6). Clearly his mother loved him and wanted the best 
for him in every area of his life. Proverbs 31 highlights a godly mother and son relationship. 
Solomon explicitly credits his mother for her righteous instruction. He learned from it and 
passed it on to others. We know that David wasn’t much of a father but this woman rose to the 
challenge of instructing her son. Solomon, despite his failures, turned out to be the best of 
David’s children. One commentator observed, 

Proverbs 31 was written by a woman. It is not the fantasy of some clueless man. Bathsheba 
taught her son what godly womanhood looks like, and Solomon took her message to 
heart. If she had been a hypocrite, it would seem unlikely that her son would be so 
careful to preserve her teachings on this subject. This suggests that Bathsheba not only 
wrote Proverbs 31, she also lived it. She set a good example, and she practiced what she 
preached. It is realistic for a woman to live according to the example set in this passage of 
Scripture. 

When we first meet Bathsheba in Scripture she has an inauspicious beginning as a participant in 
adultery. But grace didn’t leave her in her sin. The shamed sinner repented and learned the right 
lessons from her sinful past. The seductress adulterer matured into a mighty woman of God. 
Our scarred past does not have to define who we ultimately become. It seems Bathsheba’s wise 
words in Proverbs 31 had a profound impact on not just herself and Solomon but generations of 
believers. A woman doesn’t have to be a preacher, missionary or famous author to impact the 
world for Christ. This woman truly influenced her world from her home. As the old saying goes, 
“The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.” Just ask woman like Sarah, Jochebed, Hannah, 
Eunice, and Bathsheba! 

 

HYMN: HGG 711 When Mothers of Salem 
PRAYER: Give Us Godly Mothers 


