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FRIDAY 4 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; 2 Thessalonians 3:15 

ESTABLISHING THE TRUTH 
 

This was a very sensitive and dangerous thing for Nathan to be involved in. But he is a true 
friend to David and his family. When he had to rebuke David for his sin with Bathsheba then 
Nathan was faithful. Now when he has to work with Bathsheba to warn David of the sins of 
Adonijah, then we discover that this man is also faithful. Nathan didn’t look down his spiritual 
nose at Bathsheba because of her past. He was a man that had compassion on fallen sinners. 
Nathan had the heart of the man described by Paul to the Galatians, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken 
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness….” (Gal. 6:1a) 

  Nathan explained his plan carefully to Bathsheba, “Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give 
thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king 
David, and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign? Behold, 
while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words.” (v12-14) There 
was no deception in this by Nathan or Bathsheba. But they were simply ensuring that they 
presented this to David in the right manner so he grasped the seriousness of the issue. What they 
discussed in advance they brought to him. Nathan knew that David would be more likely 
touched by the confirming word of two independent witnesses that he knew, loved, and 
respected. This is a biblical way to approach a man of God, “One witness shall not rise up against a 
man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of 
three witnesses, shall the matter be established.” (Deut. 19:15) It is not just a matter of telling the truth – 
we must be careful that we tell the truth in the right way. There are people who pride themselves 
in being brutally honest – with the emphasis on the brutality! 

We should never simply run in and accuse another person of serious affairs without 
ensuring that we have objective grounds for doing so. It then should be done openly and fairly 
by following the biblical manner proscribed. All accusations must be properly verified before 
making public statements, “He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him” 
(Prov. 18:13). We must be “swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James 1:19). A rash speaker is 
worse than a fool, “Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him” 
(Prov. 29:20). This is vital as it affects others by our example, “If a ruler hearken to lies, all his 
servants are wicked” (Prov. 29:12) 

Bathsheba may have been a royal spouse but she was humble enough to respect the 
opinion of a great prophet like Nathan. Without questioning his wise counsel, Bathsheba fully 
follows his instruction. That is meekness. It shows that this woman had not let prosperity and 
position influence her character for the worse. She had matured since her great failure with 
David and learned to be a woman of true character. Her behavior in this incident and her words 
in the book of Proverbs reveal that she is a wise and godly woman.  

 

HYMN: HGG 510 He Giveth More Grace 
PRAYER: Give Us Compassion in Our Condemnation of Sinners 


