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WEDNESDAY 30 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Exodus 21 

DISLOYAL LOYALISTS 
 

The bottom has fallen out of Adonijah’s world. The old lion in the heart of David roared one 
more time to safeguard the interest of his people. But now the baton has been handed on to 
Solomon. He must now deal with the consequences. The ailing king will not be around much 
longer to hold his hand. The nation was watching the new king to see how he would handle this 
delicate situation. If he took too harsh a line there may have been lingering resentment but if he 
showed too much weakness the likes of Joab and Adonijah would take full advantage of that.  

News eventually reached Solomon of the whereabouts of Adonijah, “And it was told 
Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on the horns of the altar, 
saying, Let king Solomon swear unto me today that he will not slay his servant with the sword.” (v51) It is not 
likely that Adonijah spent much time at the tabernacle in public worship but it’s amazing how 
spiritual a sinner gets when his life is at stake! The horns of the altar were the place that the most 
desperate fled to for mercy. Clarke points out, “It was deemed sacrilege to molest a man who 
had taken refuge there.” However, the Bible doesn’t provide that the horns of the altar was a 
place that gave immunity to a guilty criminal, “But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to 
slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die.” (Exod. 21:14) So Solomon was 
not bound to let Adonijah off from his treason by his action in clinging to the altar.  

Even in this plea for mercy, Adonijah seeks another opportunity for further mischief. He 
demands an unconditional oath from Solomon that he’s immune from any capital punishment in 
the future, “Let king Solomon swear unto me today that he will not slay his servant with the sword.” If 
Solomon had granted this blanket immunity then Adonijah would have used this cover to try 
again to launch another coup d’etat. A weaker and less wise ruler would have fallen into this trap. 
But Solomon shows he has wisdom beyond his years in his response, “And Solomon said, If he will 
shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but if wickedness shall be found in 
him, he shall die.” (v52) Solomon balanced mercy and justice here. He extends the hand of peace, 
“If he will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the earth” but reminds that if 
Adonijah abuses this last window of hope, the new king would ensure that justice is served, “but 
if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall die.” This is a limited reprieve. Solomon has made clear 
that his mercy is not infinite. Adonijah should not presume that this act of meekness is weakness 
on behalf of the inexperienced new king.  

Adonijah was brought before Solomon and the proud princeling was forced to openly 
demonstrate submission, “And he came and bowed himself to king Solomon.” There is still no evidence 
that he repented and no words of admission of guilt. You get the impression that his bow is 
done in a very begrudging manner. Solomon seems to have discerned the lack of sincerity in 
Adonijah. He shows further wisdom in acting by placing Adonijah under house arrest, “Go to 
thine house.” (v53b) 

 

HYMN: 488 Take The Name of Jesus With You  
PRAYER: Give Us Thy Wisdom 


