
Cornerstone Church Devotional                                                                 Rev Dr Paul Ferguson  
                                         

  

www.cornerstonechurch.com.sg 1 

TUESDAY 29 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Isaiah 36 

DISLOYAL LOYALISTS 
 

The news of the coronation of Solomon had a solemn effect on the “friends” of Adonijah, “And 
all the guests that were with Adonijah were afraid, and rose up, and went every man his way.” (v49) They 
knew that with Solomon on the throne that they would now be considered public traitors. Such a 
crime carried a capital sentence. With the crowd behind Solomon, any coup would fail 
immediately. The professed loyalty of these former allies to “King Adonijah” didn’t last long! 
That’s the problem with making fleshly deals with fleshly people – you can never trust them! The 
same Joab that talked peace to Abner in one breath could take a dagger and plunge it into his 
heart in the next breath. Solomon wisely advised, “Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is 
like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint.” (Prov. 25:19) 

 The first person to make a deal with the devil discovered that the problem with him was 
that he always betrays you. Just ask Adam and Eve! Those who have made similar Faustian 
bargains with his disciples down the ages have discovered the same problem. Loyalty that can be 
bought can also be sold to another higher bidder. Arthur Pink once observed,  

“Disinterested loyalty is a rare thing, and where found it cannot be valued too 
highly.  Those in eminent positions, whether in church or state, are surrounded by 
mercenary sychophants, who are ever eager to turn to their own advantage everything 
which transpires.”   

Isaiah warned not to trust in the integrity of unfaithful men, “Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this 
broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt 
to all that trust in him.” (Isa. 36:6) The way of the world is littered with broken promises and 
unfaithful alliances. This is not the preserve of the poor or the uneducated. The politicians, 
business tycoons, and the stars of the entertainment world are infamous for such behaviour. The 
days when ones’ word was ones’ bond are no more in the post-Christian West. We hardly know 
any longer who or what to believe in virtually every field of human endeavour. The criminal, 
civil, and family courts bear a stark witness to that fact. People stand up and solemnly swear on 
the Bible to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth only to tell a pack of lies 
and half-truths in the next statement. One of the reasons things are so bad in the world is 
because those who profess the name of Christ treat truth so poorly in the church. When 
professing Christians don’t fear to lie in God’s name, then it’s no surprise the world doesn’t.  

 Adonijah was the life and soul of the party a few minutes before. The throne was just 
one step away. But now he’s on the run for his life. He makes a last desperate attempt to save his 
life, “And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose, and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.” 
(v50) There is no indication of any repentance for his wrongdoing. Men like Adonijah don’t 
repent. He is only pleading for his life by this action. His subsequent actions demonstrate that he 
had not repented but merely put his ambitions on hold until a better opportunity came along.  

 

HYMN: 408 Blessed Assurance  
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PRAYER: Give Us Integrity In All Things 


