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MONDAY 28 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; 1 Thessalonians 5 

PARTY POOPER 
 

While the coronation of Solomon was happening, Adonijah and his erstwhile allies were 
finishing off their meal, “And Adonijah and all the guests that were with him heard it as they had made an 
end of eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this noise of the city being in 
an uproar?” (v41) Doubtless, Adonijah was congratulating himself as the meal came to an end on 
how well his plans were working out. But little did he know that he was already defeated. The 
Lord’s timing is always perfect. God often allows the devil and his disciples to assume they have 
the victory before the Lord reveals His defeat of them. In the end times we read of the antichrist 
and his forces seemingly having the power to take over the world for the devil. But just as they 
are about to destroy Jerusalem and wipe out the Jewish people, the Lord Jesus intervenes to 
destroy them.  

 Joab discerned immediately that something was amiss. Adonijah is in such a delusion that 
he assumes that it must be a good omen and welcomes a messenger Jonathan the son of his co-
conspirator Abiathar the priest. However, the messenger arrives with the shattering news, “And 
while he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest came; and Adonijah said unto him, Come in; 
for thou art a valiant man, and bringest good tidings. And Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, Verily our 
lord king David hath made Solomon king. And the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have caused him to 
ride upon the king's mule: And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon: and 
they are come up from thence rejoicing, so that the city rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard.” (v42-45) 
If this wasn’t bad enough, Jonathan went on to add, “And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the 
kingdom. And moreover the king's servants came to bless our lord king David, saying, God make the name of 
Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne greater than thy throne. And the king bowed himself upon 
the bed. And also thus said the king, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which hath given one to sit on my 
throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it.” (v46-48) This is Adonijah’s worst nightmare. He has been 
out-thought by his father and his younger brother. His dreams for the throne were now 
shattered. God has brought the proud pretender crashing to the dust. The party is well and truly 
over! 

You can only imagine how quickly these words of Jonathan must have sobered up the 
drunken crowd. They are no longer interested in their wine and revelry. There is a limit to how 
far God will allow men to go in their sin. There is a line that God has set for every man that is 
known only to the Lord. He will deal with it in His own way and time. When the party was in full 
swing, suddenly the finger of God silenced His enemies. It is also reminiscent of what will 
happen in the last days just before the judgment of God falls, “For yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:2-3) 
 

HYMN: 388 I Will Praise Him  
PRAYER: May We Walk in Thy Will 


