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SATURDAY 26 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; 1 Corinthians 15:58 

DOING THE RIGHT THING 
 

David had chosen his men wisely. These three men took a risk to identify with the ailing king 
and his young son against the young pretender Adonijah and his powerful allies. They didn’t 
needed to hire a PR agent to take a poll of how popular Solomon would be compared to 
Adonijah. But without a reservation or any attempt to negotiate a reward for themselves, they 
immediately carried out David’s all his instructions in public, “So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and caused 
Solomon to ride upon king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil 
out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, God save king 
Solomon.” (v38-39)  

The Roman Empire is widely considered by many historians as one of the greatest 
empires of man. Yet if you study the history of it, you cannot fail to note, that it was riddled by 
corruption, strife, and selfishness. A leader was one that simply managed to bribe enough 
powerful people to support him against the rest. Civil wars and regicide were common. That 
should not be the way of God’s people. Perseverance and courage in the work of God are some 
of the greatest Christian virtues. There is no easy place to serve the Lord. This world is not 
heaven. We are called to a life that confronts the world, the flesh, and the devil. On the 
frontlines of the spiritual battle there is blood, sweat, and tears. The test of a man’s character is 
how he will endure in a crisis. Many make big statements but cannot follow them by big actions. 
Zadok, Benaiah, and Nathan were made of sterner stuff. They would not be blown around by 
the winds of circumstances. There was no reverse gear in their faith!  

 Such a display of godly fidelity to God’s revealed will produced an immediate blessing 
from the Lord, “And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great 
joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.” (v40) The people didn’t just express some 
manufactured happiness but the Bible makes clear they “rejoiced with great joy.” This noise was so 
great that “the earth rent with the sound of them.” This is a spiritual earthquake in the nation. A new 
chapter was dawning as providence was working to hand the spiritual baton of leadership from 
David to Solomon. Whenever God’s work is done God’s way and in God’s time in the work of 
God those who are in tune with God’s plan will rejoice to see it go forward. The Adonijahs and 
the Joabs of this world will not rejoice. It’s contrary to their plans and their timing. That is one 
way to distinguish the sheep from the goats in the work of God.  

 Another great contrast to note is the way that David anointed Solomon and the way that 
Adonijah anointed himself. David did this coronation publicly before all in accordance with the 
strict commands of God’s Word and God’s revealed will. By contrast, Adonijah acted in clear 
defiance of God’s Word and God’s revealed will. Whereas David and his godly co-labourers 
acted honourably and publicly in crowning Solomon, Adonijah plotted in the shadows with the 
ungodly.  

HYMN: 104 The Birthday Of A King  
PRAYER: Give Us Integrity in All Things 


