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WEDNESDAY 23 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Psalm 23 

COURAGE IN THE STORM 
 

His physical body may be rapidly declining but David’s mind is very sharp. He immediately 
comes up with a five part plan to undermine Adonijah’s strategies, “The king also said unto them, 
Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him 
down to Gihon: And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye 
with the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and sit 
upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over 
Judah.” (v33-35)  

 Solomon was to be placed on David’s mule as a symbol that he was his successor. They 
were told to bring Solomon to Gihon where there was a spring of water. This would be a public 
place near Jerusalem where a crowd would be gathered. David knew that he needed to launch 
Solomon’s coronation with public acclaim. The momentum would overwhelm Adonijah and his 
followers. The last time David delayed in such matters, Absalom was able to seize power in the 
confusion. Then at Gihon they should publicly anoint him and start a proclamation around the 
nation with the trumpet and the cry, “God save king Solomon.” Zadok and Nathan were to do the 
sacred anointing on behalf the Lord and the nation. The procession would then move to the city 
of Jerusalem and Solomon would be enthroned, “Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and 
sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead.” All these symbolic acts would be a very clear 
public statement to all that David had ordained this to happen, “and I have appointed him to be ruler 
over Israel and over Judah.” 

This is a high-risk strategy and requires great courage and self-denial. David is effectively 
handing over the power of his throne to his teenage son even as a co-regent at a time of his 
physical weakness and tension in the nation. The rival group, led by Adonijah, is unpredictable, 
godless, and ruthless. David will have to trust God in this deed. There comes a time for every 
leader in God’s kingdom to pass on the baton. When providence leads to this point, then all 
sides must have the faith to let the Lord lead. We cannot proclaim the Lord is my Shepherd and 
then demand that we can overrule Him.  

 David had chosen the right men to lead in this event. Without hesitation or question, 
Benaiah spoke up to indicate his obedience to the will of God and the will of the king, “And 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and said, Amen: the LORD God of my lord the king say so too. 
As the LORD hath been with my lord the king, even so be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than 
the throne of my lord king David.” (v36-37) In this statement, Benaiah reveals his close relationship 
to Jehovah the God of Israel. It is interesting the first words from the mouth of this military man 
are ones of spiritual blessing and affirmation to God’s will. This man is a different type of 
character to Joab. The Lord would answer this prayer by making Solomon’s physical reign the 
most glorious the world has ever seen.  

 

HYMN: Psalm 23a 
PRAYER: May We Pray The Lord is My Shepherd 


