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TUESDAY 22 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Deuteronomy 7:9 

LOYAL COMPANIONS 
 

This is a painful decision for David on a personal level. His heart must have been broken. 
Whatever the outcome, he will offend one of his sons and some of his closest associates. But 
better Adonijah and Joab offended than God offended. There are times when we have to put 
God first over our families. Blood is not thicker than the Scriptures! Our love for God must be 
infinitely above that of all other creatures – even those that are nearest and dearest to us. The 
Lord Jesus Christ declared, “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” (Matt. 10:37) For almost 50 years David had 
indulged his wayward sons, but now, at last, he finds grace to stand against them.  

 Bathsheba reacted as a godly woman of humility and respect, “Then Bathsheba bowed with 
her face to the earth, and did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.” (v31) There 
is no hint of triumphalism or self-conceit but one of quiet dignity. She also doesn’t display any 
panic or demand David follow a course of action in her timeframe. This is a wise and meek 
woman.  

 The old king doesn’t just talk the talk but springs to action and walks the walk, “And king 
David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they 
came before the king.” (v32) David recognised that these three men of integrity couldn’t be bought 
or intimidated. He could trust them to carry out his instructions. True friends and co-labourers 
are worth their weight in gold. Solomon would later marvel of such, “A friend loveth at all times, and 
a brother is born for adversity.” (Prov. 17:17) It may be that he was thinking of these three loyal 
friends of David when he penned these words. A wise leader is able to discern who to trust and 
who not to trust. David certainly had learned over his long life that these three men could be 
trusted. Their loyalty was more than mere words. Many had betrayed him – even his own flesh 
and blood – but David recognised that these men were cut from a different cloth.  

 Such loyalty and integrity is a rare quality today. Many people only show loyalty when 
something benefits them, but this should not be so. That is the way the world behaves. We are to 
walk to a different drumbeat. The ultimate example of faithfulness is God. He is the One that is 
always faithful even when all are unfaithful. His loyalty and faithfulness to His people is eternal.  

All three represented the three great offices of state – priesthood, prophets, and the 
military. David’s body may be weak but his mind and his heart were still strong. There are times 
that we have to facedown the Adonijahs of this world alone but there are others that providence 
supplies as co-labourers in the battle. David was always a man that sought to work with others 
when it was possible. It is always best to work with others, “Two are better than one; because they have 
a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he 
falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.” (Eccl. 4:9-10) 

 

HYMN: HGG 65 Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart 
PRAYER: Give Us Faithfulness 


