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SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Ecclesiastes 8:4 

A DIFFICULT DECISION 
 

This is a very critical moment in David’s reign. Would he put faith over family? Often some of 
the greatest tests we face come in old age. Many of those involve family life. David must chose 
to put God’s will over the will of his son. That is a test he has failed many times before. But God 
will test us again in areas that we fail in the past. David doesn’t act until he has received both 
independent witnesses against the conduct of Adonijah. Biblically as God’s anointed ruler and 
spiritual leader of his home and nation he is now accountable before God to act in this matter.  

 On this occasion, David rises magnificently to the test. It is a great pity that he wasn’t as 
decisive in the previous 40 years. But it’s better late than never. Many believers never even get to 
the point of ever doing the right thing in matters of family. David is bold and decisive, “Then king 
David answered and said, Call me Bathsheba. And she came into the king's presence, and stood before the king. 
And the king sware, and said, As the LORD liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress, Even as I 
sware unto thee by the LORD God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day.” (v28-30) One of the consistent 
things in David’s reign was that he was always sure to be a man of his word. King Saul’s reign 
was littered with broken promises and David had learned from that great failure.  

 David doesn’t delegate this issue to another but calls Bathsheba personally to 
unambiguously assure her that he will be faithful to his promise. He invokes the name of 
Jehovah twice in a solemn oath to emphasize that he is taking this duty seriously. David wisely 
recognizes that time is of the essence as further delay will strengthen Adonijah’s grip on the 
throne. The way to deal with this threat is to go ahead with the public coronation of Solomon, 
“even so will I certainly do this day.” David had learned from the example of Absalom that 
prevarication will make the problem worse. There are certain individuals in life that must be 
faced down directly. They despise meekness as weakness and take advantage of grace and 
forbearance. Absalom was one such person. His young brother was another. David would not 
make the same mistake twice.  

 We should not underestimate the difficulty of this decision for David. He is an old and 
dying man. His physical powers had greatly diminished. To take Adonijah head on like this could 
split the nation and provoke a bitter family feud and civil war. Adonijah had a number of 
powerful and influential backers, like Joab, and there was little evidence that Solomon had the 
same support, especially amongst the ordinary people. History had shown that the people were 
fickle in following his leadership. Adonijah was handsome and charismatic. From a human 
perspective, he looked much more like a king than the sallow and inexperienced Solomon. But 
David discerned that he as king had to do the right thing and leave the consequences to God. It 
would be a terrible legacy for the nation if a wicked man like Adonijah and his evil followers 
seized power in the nation.  

 

HYMN: HGG 104 The Birthday of a King 
PRAYER: Give Us Courage 


