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FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Luke 12 

POWER AND RESPONSIBILITY 
 

After she reminds David of his covenantal obligations, Bathsheba reminds David that he has 
serious responsibilities as king and the nation is looking to him to lead, “And thou, my lord, O king, 
the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king 
after him.” (v20) She is telling David that he cannot abdicate this decision, as he is the Lord’s 
anointed. Power in the work of God carries responsibility, “For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.” (Luke 12:48b) 
Many seek position and power but forget or are indifferent to the responsibility that comes with 
it.  

It is only at the end that Bathsheba then makes a final emotional plea for the lives of 
Solomon and herself, “Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my lord the king shall sleep with his fathers, that 
I and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders.” (v20-21) This tender appeal for their welfare is no 
exaggeration as men like Joab and Adonijah are ruthless and godless. They will think nothing of 
murdering the two of them at the drop of a hat. David knows the character of Joab only too 
well. There is no guaranteee that David will act against Adonijah. He has a long history of 
passivity and indulgence towards his rebellious sons. Blood is definitely thicker than water for 
David when it comes to his boys.  

Bathsheba has now made her plea to David for help at the last hour. As he promised, 
Nathan now intervenes to provide confirmatory evidence of her testimony, “And, lo, while she yet 
talked with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in.” (v22) It would have been easy for Nathan to 
back out or dilute his counsel. After all, Bathsheba had said it all. But Nathan is a man whose 
word is his bond. He doesn’t prevaricate or exaggerate but simply gives the facts, “And Nathan 
said, My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? For he is 
gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king's 
sons, and the captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, 
God save king Adonijah. But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called. Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou hast not shewed it 
unto thy servant, who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?” (v24-27) In this final question, 
Nathan is challenging David had he really meant what he said when he declared that Solomon 
would be the next king. 

David has two independent testimonies now that Adonijah has launched a campaign for 
the throne and defied the will of God and the king. David could at this point have just done 
nothing and let happen what will happen. His passivity in the past had harmed him. This is a 
delicate and sensitive situation. There is great potential for a civil war in the nation if he takes 
action against Adonijah. The rebellious prince has some powerful conspirators with him. To do 
nothing would seem the easiest solution. However, the easy road is often the wrong road in life.  

 

HYMN: HGG 638 Only One Life 
PRAYER: Give Us Integrity 


