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SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; Matthew 6:21 

POSSESSED BY POSSESSIONS 
 

The Lord we are told was using this incident to chastise the nation of Israel. We are not told 
exactly why He chose to chastise them at this time. There are a number of possible reasons: 

(1) Their rebellion against the Lord’s anointed in following Absalom 

(2) Their further rebellion in following Sheba in 2 Samuel 20 

(3) They were lifted up with pride over all the national victories as mentioned in 2 Samuel 23 

Or it may have been for some other reason. David’s pride also needed to be dealt with as he 
could have come to the His “great Babylon” moment (cf. Dan. 4:30) by regarding his victories 
and achievements as being his own creation rather than glorifying the Lord. This intervention 
was a providential grace to David to prevent him destroying the end of his life. David personally 
ordered the census, “For the king said to Joab the captain of the host, which was with him, Go now through 
all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beersheba, and number ye the people, that I may know the number of the 
people.” (v2) This came from the pride of his own heart stirred up by the devil – there was no one 
else advising or encouraging him to do this. Even Joab knew that it was foolish and counseled 
against it.  

It is important to note that there was nothing inherently sinful with a census. Censuses 
are mentioned in the Bible. It was the Lord who ordered that a tax be paid through a census in 
Exodus 30:11-16 for the needs of the Tabernacle. Indeed, the Book of Numbers is named from 
a census of the nation that is recorded in chapters 1-4 and a second census taken subsequently 
that is recorded in Numbers 26.  

The problem was that in those previous censuses was that they were taken because of the 
leading of the Lord and for the glory of God. David’s motive was very different. He wanted a 
census to ascertain exactly how big his army now was and how strong he was. David was seeking 
to bring glory to self. But the nation and its army didn’t belong to David. It belonged to the Lord 
and only He could receive glory from its achievements. Also there would be the danger that 
David would now trust in the might of his army instead of the might of the God of Israel.  

 There is an important lesson for us all here. It is right and prudent to keep records of our 
assets and accounts. We are commanded to do things decently and in order, to provide for future 
needs of our families, and to ensure we don’t get into debts we cannot repay. But there is a 
biblical balance. We must never fall into the trap of trusting in these resources or simply being 
consumed with the supposed security and glory if possessing them. This is a fine line to walk. 
Many fail to do it well. Even for professing Christians our possessions can possess us. Paul 
warns that the rich must not be tempted to trust in material wealth, “Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God.” (1 Tim. 6:17) 

 

HYMN: HGG 409 Trusting In Jesus  
PRAYER: We Trust In Thee 


