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WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; Romans 8:28 

SOVEREIGNTY AND SIN 
 

This failure of David’s life is suddenly introduced, “And again the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Israel, and He moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah.” (v1) However, there 
is a parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 21 that is somewhat strange on first reading, “And Satan stood 
up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.” (1 Chron. 21:1) In one passage it tells us that 
God moved David to number Israel but in the other it states that the devil was the culprit. We 
also read, “And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel.” So what is the true 
perspective on this? We know the Bible cannot contradict itself so there must be a way to 
harmonise these passages.  

 The best way to harmonise them is to simply accept that both are true. The Lord 
permitted the devil to incite David to sin for the Lord’s ultimate purpose. The nation evidently 
also required a chastisement. So God in His amazing sovereign wisdom and power wove 
together in this event: David’s pride, Satan’s desire to cause David to sin, and the Lord’s anger 
against the nation for their sin.  

This is not an unusual thing in Scripture. You will find this all over the Bible – God 
permits the devil to tempt us. However, the devil has a different motive in tempting us. He 
wants to destroy our faith whereas God wants to build our faith by revealing areas that need to 
be changed and where we need to depend on Him more.  

The Bible repeatedly declares that God is the ultimate governor of the universe, “who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11). He is sovereign even over evil men, and 
yet He is completely unstained by their sin. For instance, David’s son Absalom sinfully 
committed adultery with his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel, yet God declares the 
work to be His own, “For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun” 
(2 Sam. 12:12). Another clear illustration of this principle was in the life of Joseph, “But as for you, 
ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people 
alive.” (Gen. 50:20) A sovereign God allowed Joseph’s brothers to attack him with their evil 
motives and these brothers are 100% responsible for their sinbut God was working through it 
from beginning to end for another motive – the ultimate good. 

The ultimate example of this was at the Cross, “For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together, For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.” (Acts 4:27-28) 
The death of Christ was no accident of history. God sovereignly foreordained it from the 
foundation of the world. However, the men who crucified Him were fully responsible for their 
part in the greatest crime in human history. 

 

HYMN: HGG 493 Anywhere With Jesus  
PRAYER: We Trust Thy Sovereignty 


