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TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; 1 Corinthians 12:12 

MATURITY AND SIN 
 

We now come to another sad episode in the life of David. He has one more great failure before 
he leaves this world. It is recorded in stark detail in this final chapter of 2 Samuel. As a 
consequence, the sin of David will again be exposed and he will be shamed publicly. Charles 
Spurgeon once observed, “God will not allow His children to sin successfully.” The Lord is an 
expert in uncovering the sins of His children. He has a multitude of ways to do so. 

This incident proves once again that past failure, past blessing, and past experiences with 
God does not make you immune from failure. We never outgrow sin. The Bible is replete with 
examples of the godliest of saints who sinned in days of maturity -  Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
David, Hezekiah! Read about the bitter widowed grandmother Naomi! The fall of David in his 
maturity is a warning to us all that none of us dare be presumptuous about the power of sin in 
our lives. Old habits of sin die hard! No one is above temptation, even after years of faithful 
service. We are never safe in this world. Any “victory” over a sinful action will be partial and 
temporary. That is not being pessimistic but realistic. This should not encourage us to sin but 
serve as a warning to us about the danger of sin. As one commentator aptly put it, “We can 
never know what is in our hearts until circumstances arise to draw it out. Peter did not imagine 
he could deny his Lord, but when he got into circumstances which were calculated to act upon 
his peculiar weakness, he showed that his weakness was there.” 

We all live daily the civil war described in Romans 7 of the war with the flesh. Despite 
victories by the power of the Spirit, all too often we are back on the merry-go-round or misery- 
go-round of Romans 7:15-24! Even after seemingly overcome a particular sin, we should never 
boast that it will never snare us again, “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” 
(1 Cor. 10:12). David’s failure to a besetting sin should not surprise us, as it parallels our own 
experience. That should make us gracious to those in the same struggle (Gal. 6:1). 

This story reveals another truth we needed to be reminded concerning. Even the greatest 
of God’s men are not perfect; so everything they think, say, and do must be tested by God’s 
perfect Word. David thought wrongly, spoke wrongly, and acted wrongly. We should never 
invest any mere man with infallibility but “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 Thess. 5:21). 
Despite the failure of David, we must also observe a greater constant - the faithfulness of God. 
David fails God but the Lord never fails David. Grace is at work in this story in preserving and 
ultimately restoring this man. It is a great picture of the eternal security of the true saints of God. 
If anyone should have lost his salvation, we would have thought it would have been David for 
this great failure. But David was eternally secure because his salvation depended on God and not 
on David. That does not excuse David’s sins or encourage backsliding, as David had to take the 
consequences that flowed from his own failure. 

 

HYMN: HGG 640 Abide With Me  
PRAYER: Keep Us WatchFul 


