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SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Ephesians 6 

THE FAILED SON 
 

Adonijah seems to have studied some of the initial successes and the strategic mistakes that his 
older brother Absalom had made. He plots behind the back of David and gathers a powerful 
crown of backers like Absalom in a central place where they are easier to persuade, control, and 
intimidate, “And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by Enrogel, 
and called all his brethren the king's sons, and all the men of Judah the king's servants.” (v9) However, 
Absalom failed to recruit the head of David’s army, Joab or the priesthood before launching his 
coup. Eventually it was Joab who murdered him.  

Doubtless, Adonijah thinks his strategy is more cunning. He conspires to get Joab and 
Abiathar on his side in advance, “And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the 
priest: and they following Adonijah helped him.” (v7) We can be sure that he flattered them by seeking 
their counsel here and offering them powerful roles in his future monarchy. Adonijah also gets 
the royal family and David’s closest servants from his home tribe on his side. The great feast 
(v19 says he slew “oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance”) was probably aided by alcohol and 
entertainment to relax the guard of all present and make them more vulnerable to manipulation. 
Another shrewd strategy of Adonijah here was that he makes it clear that he is not seeking to 
overthrow David but simply prepare the way for a smooth transition when his father died. Many 
of these men were bound by oaths of loyalty and blood to David over many decades. But even 
they would have been aware that the ailing David had months or even days left to live. It seemed 
prudent to prepare for the future. After all there were dangers all around from warring nations 
and the teenage Solomon did not appear to be ready for the throne. Most probably wrote off 
David’s desire to see Solomon as the next king as mere sentimentality.  

Adonijah seeks everyone’s counsel but not that of God. He flattered himself to think that 
he could simply overthrow the revealed will of God and get away with it. Like his brother, he will 
discover that you cannot shake your fist in the face of God and sin successfully. Initially the 
conspiracy seems to be successful. The party is in full swing. Things appear to have gone better 
than Adonijah could have hoped for. He can almost touch the throne. But the end of the story 
has not been written yet.  

Adonijah acted deceitfully and secretly. Any time you see men or women behave like that 
behind the backs of those God has put in authority  - stay well away from them. That’s true not 
just in the Church but also in the work place and in the home. There is that little verse of the 
words of Christ that I find so powerful, “men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil.” If their motives are so honourable, let them act openly! You don’t see true believers acting 
like that. We should be transparent and follow the order prescribed in the Bible in all matters. By 
contrast, Nathan went to David directly with the matter and publicly revealed it before God’s 
anointed judge and king! 
 

HYMN: HGG 550 Search Me, O God 
PRAYER: Give Us Biblical Transparency 


