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FRIDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Ephesians 6 

THE FAILED PARENT 
 

Adonijah was a proud rebel against God. Like his brother Absalom, he was indulged by his 
father, “And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so?” (v6a) 
Probably, Adonijah was particularly indulged after Absalom’s death as he reminded David of 
him. As a parent, you have a responsibility to say something, “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a 
child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.” (Prov. 29:15) It is not loving to neglect to discipline 
children!  

It is true that a Christian parent must use physical chastisement on their children but the 
duties are far more extensive than this. A child is to be corrected, instructed, exhorted, and 
encouraged by the words of a father as well as by physical discipline. We should also note that a 
father is not to bring up his child on the ideas of: the latest parenting psychologist, his own 
parents, and even those of himself. Rather, Paul tells him it is to be “the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” (Eph. 6:4) The discipline is to be rooted in the truth of God’s Word. 

So in Ephesians 6:4 the Apostle not only warns of the dangers in parenting, but gives a 
positive principle of how we can pattern rearing our children. This verb that is translated “bring 
them up” is a present continuous imperative indicating this is a command to be the father’s 
habitual practice. These expressions “nurture” and “admonition” are interesting. The word 
“nurture” is a more general word. It includes the idea of discipline and general rearing of a child. 
The emphasis is more on actions. The second word “admonition” has more of an emphasis on 
words spoken rather than actions. It especially implies the teaching of the Lord’s ways through 
His Word.  

David was a great leader of men and a true shepherd of the nation but a failure as a 
father. This is one of the great ironies of David’s life. It is a solemn reminder to us all that the 
greatest of men can fail at this role. A great spiritual leader in the society or the church does not 
necessarily translate into one at home. Indeed, there are some notable examples in the Bible such 
as the sons of Jacob, Eli, Samuel or the sons of David. It is self-evident that most Christian 
parents truly desire to see their children walking well with the Lord. One of the greatest fears and 
greatest tragedies is for children to be born into a Christian home with a full knowledge of the 
gospel of grace and going out into eternity as rebels against God. We would all like to imagine 
that this could not happen to our own children. However, these illustrations prove the possibility 
is a real one. It would be foolish of us to dismiss these inspired examples. 

The Bible is sufficient to equip us as good parents (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Now most 
Christians accept this doctrine theoretically but sadly most continually violate it in practice. We 
often give too much credence to the opinions of psychologists or other secular wisdom that we 
read in magazines or newspapers. The Scriptures do not leave us ignorant of the dangers to our 
children nor is it silent in counteracting them. 
 

HYMN: HGG 714 Gentle Jesus, Meek and Mild 
PRAYER: Give Us Grace to Be Godly Parents 


