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THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Isaiah 14:12-15 

THE “SELFIE WORLD” 
 

Adonijah is a proud rebel against the revealed will of God. He dressed up like a king with fifty 
men and chariots, like Absalom, to make a big impression on the gullible. Adonijah was a big 
shot in Israel. He was the next big empty celebrity since Absalom has exited the scene. Good 
looking, young, ambitious – the man that every woman in Israel wanted to marry and every 
young man wanted to be. The empty-headed narcissism of the “selfie” culture dominates our 
time. There are Adonijahs and Absaloms all around us. There are many, even professing 
Christians, today who are caught up in this vain pursuit of shadows chasing shadows. It is never 
a profitable thing for a Christian to spend time and energy trying to draw attention to self. We 
are here on earth to draw attention to Christ. The Apostle Paul put it well, “For we preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.” (2 Cor. 4:5) We can never 
match the glory of heaven here so it’s just a waste of time! 

There is no indication that Adonijah had even considered the Lord in his plans. He 
boasted, “I will be king” (v5) It is notable that there is no mention of God in this statement. It is 
all about Adonijah. He wants to exert his self-will and glorify self. It is reminiscent of the 
ultimate creature of pride - Lucifer in Isaiah 14:12-15. There is a valuable lesson here of life. We 
should never seek to exalt self but we are to simply trust God to elevate us in His time and in His 
way. The Bible warns, “Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff neck. For promotion cometh 
neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth 
up another.” (Psa. 75:5-7) Remember God’s spiritual elevator is humble yourself and let God exalt 
you.  

Adonijah thought he knew better! He should have learned from the mistakes of his 
brother! No one can fight the revealed will of God and succeed. Despite this fact that cannot 
change many try to do so. Adonijah will be the next in the line of failures that God’s sovereign 
decrees will triumph over. In Deuteronomy 17:15 the Lord has said that it is He that has chosen 
in His sovereignty to appoint the kings over His people Israel, “Thou shalt in any wise set him king 
over thee, whom the Lord thy God shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou 
mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother.” Indeed, in 1 Chronicles 22:9 we read that 
even before he was born that the Lord announced that Solomon was called to be king over 
Israel, “Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his 
enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his 
days.” David had already made it a point to show to everyone that Solomon was to be the next 
king. Bathsheba brought that fact up to him in this incident, “And she said unto him, My lord, thou 
swarest by the LORD thy God unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, 
and he shall sit upon my throne.” (v17) The fact that also Adonijah didn’t invite Solomon to his feast 
(v10) but invited the other children of David is suggestive that he knew Solomon was God’s 
elected choice. This is a deliberate act of self-will against God’s authority.  
 

HYMN: HGG 310 The Light Of the World Is Jesus 
PRAYER: Keep Us From Selfie Generation 


