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WEDNESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 1; Daniel 6 

ONE FINAL TEST 
 

The end of the pilgrim journey for David is drawing to a rapid close. As the old hymn says, “The 
sands of time are sinking, the dawn of Heaven breaks.” David is now either 69 or 70 years old. 
His physical body is now failing rapidly. He cannot keep warm, “Now king David was old and 
stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat.” (v1) The servants of David 
procured a young woman to minister to him. In his dying days, David has one more crisis in his 
reign to face before he departs. This crisis is another consequence of his failure as a father.  

We should never imagine that old age gives us immunity from testings and trials. Paul 
faced the trial at Rome as an old man and endured it well. Daniel faced his greatest trial of the 
Den of Lions when he was in his ninth decade. He had lived for God almost 70 years in the 
corrupt environment of Babylon. Not once did he compromise or complain. Consistency of 
character was the great virtue of Daniel. Often when a man gets older he can lose his zeal for 
God or feels he has fought his great battles, but not this colossus Daniel. This trial will come to 
Daniel when he is at his most powerful position in any of the Empires that he served in. Often 
believers aspire to high positions in church and the secular world, but the higher you go the 
greater the temptations and trials. There is always a price to pay. Too many begin well but finish 
poorly, but Daniel is a man who shows us what it is to, “run with patience the race that is set before us” 
(Hebrews 12:1). He will demonstrate to us how to remain faithful when the pressure is on. 

David’s last trial comes in the form of his fourth son Adonijah. We read, “Then Adonijah 
the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty 
men to run before him.” (v4) This son was the full brother of another proud infamous opportunist, 
“and he also was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him after Absalom.” (v6b) Like his older brother, 
Adonijah lived for self in rebellion against the will of God and his father. He took every 
opportunity for self-promotion and self-glory.  

In a similar manner to Absalom this handsome man had an impressive entourage, “and he 
prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.” This was calculated to convey the 
image of royalty and power. It must have been an inspiring and intimidating sight. Adonijah 
clearly wanted to make an impression. He is acting like a Gentile King as the Hebrew kings were 
forbidden to multiply horse (Deuteronomy 17:16) but the commands of Scripture don’t mean 
anything to Adonijah. Throughout his life David seemed to have lived simply. There must have 
been a marked contrast with the aged, sickly king and the charismatic young prince. Like 
Absalom, this playboy prince Adonijah reflected the status externally of the new, vibrant, and 
powerful Israel. The old king David will need to be courageous to deal with Adonijah faithfully 
before the Lord.  

 

 
 

HYMN: HGG 151 Crucified 
PRAYER: Help Us To Face Trials 


