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TUESDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; Malachi 3:13-18 

A SERVANT’S HEART 
 

David has approached Araunah to purchase the plot of land that the future temple would be 
built on, “And Araunah said unto David, Let my lord the king take and offer up what seemeth good unto him: 
behold, here be oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing instruments and other instruments of the oxen for wood. All 
these things did Araunah, as a king, give unto the king. And Araunah said unto the king, The LORD thy 
God accept thee.” (v22-23) Araunah offered David everything he needed to offer a sacrifice to God 
that cost him nothing. This is subtle temptation. As King he could take opportunity of Araunah.  

 But David refused this offer, “And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of 
thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. So 
David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.” (v24) He recognised that there was 
a principle that sacrifice requires a cost to David. Indeed, if it cost him nothing it wasn’t truly a 
sacrifice. Every local church will be a mixture of both strong and weak believers. In most 
churches there are a faithful minority who serve and sacrifice for others. Tragically there are also 
many cheapskate Christians today who see the work of God as something to take advantage of. 
Martin Luther once observed, “A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, 
is worth nothing.” 

 The church at Ephesus was famed for its sacrificial character. The Lord Jesus Christ 
noted it and approved of it, “I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not 
bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them 
liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.” (Rev. 
2:2-3) This was truly a sacrificial church.  This Greek word translated “labour” means to “toil to 
the point of exhaustion.” It emphasises the depth and degree of their labour for the Lord.  
Despite much hardship and suffering, these people did not just talk Christianity but they took 
their faith seriously and put it to work.  They put their heart and soul into their ministry.  We 
know from the book of Acts that the gospel had a profound impact in that city and even went 
out from there to all of Asia Minor (Acts 19:10, 25-27). 

Their motive was even right “for My name’s sake hast laboured.”  They laboured not for self 
but for the honour and glory of Jesus Christ.  Sadly too many today serve with the wrong 
motives in many churches.  A faithful church should be serving the Lord sacrificially if it is to be 
used as an instrument of God to reach the world around.  As one commentator put it, “To come 
to Christ costs nothing, to follow Christ costs something, but to serve Christ costs everything.”  
The Ephesians gave everything for Christ’s sake. So must we in our local churches. We must 
strive for church environments where Christians can be encouraged to use their gifts. The Lord 
never cheats those who serve Him. He won’t take advantage of you. Great will be your reward in 
heaven.  

 
 

HYMN: HGG 151 Crucified 
PRAYER: Give Us a Servant’s Heart 


