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THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; 1 Kings 9:4 

A WONDERFUL SHEPHERD 
 

David makes his choice based on what He knows about the Lord. This was acted upon by the 
Lord, “So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed: and there died 
of the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy thousand men.” (v15) We can only but imagine the grief 
and the shock as seventy thousand people die. There would have been barely a home in Israel 
that was not connected to one of these deaths. It’s a stark reminder that sin truly has 
consequences. One man’s act of sinful pride led to 70,000 new graves dug that week! As 
someone once said, “Know what you sow; so you won’t weep when you reap!”  

 The wave of destruction could well have continued for the next 48 hours. But David had 
reasoned correctly as to the character of God, “And when the angel stretched out his hand upon 
Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is 
enough: stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD was by the threshing-place of Araunah the Jebusite.” 
(v16) The Lord’s judgment is immediate and terrible, but equally swift was His heart of mercy!  

The Lord opens a window of opportunity for David to respond to this act of grace from 
Him. David wisely seized the opportunity, “And David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel 
that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they 
done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my father’s house.” It is one of the great 
qualities of David that he was a great repenter. He never tries to deflect to others his own sins 
but fully takes responsibility. There is no pointing the finger at others! His pride has now been 
shattered. He is willing for God to pour out His wrath on him. This response is what made 
David such a man of God.  

It also reveals that he had the heart of a true shepherd – David really cared for the sheep. 
He was a wonderful type of Christ in his care for the flock. The Bible testifies of David, “So he fed 
them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skilfulness of his hands.” (Psa. 78:72) Even 
as an old man at the end of the journey of life and despite numerous betrayals this shepherd still 
loved his sheep and wanted to given his life for them. There was no greater king on the throne 
that cared more for the people of Israel than David. He didn’t just make them materially 
prosperous but he spiritually fed them by his example and his words. Time revealed that his 
successors didn’t have the heart he had. Israel reached its golden age of blessing under him - the 
decline setting in under Solomon. 

The Lord had a deeper purpose so doesn’t grant David’s specific request. However, He 
is moved to extend further grace when He sees David’s response, “And Gad came that day to 
David, and said unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto the Lord in the threshingfloor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 
(v18) David immediately and fully obeys the divine command, “And David, according to the saying of 
Gad, went up as the LORD commanded.” (v19) 

 

HYMN: HGG 291 Salvation! O My Soul Rejoice 
PRAYER: Give Us a Shepherd’s Heart 


