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TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; Deuteronomy 

GOD’S CHASTENING LOVE 
 

The very thought of a God of love chastening His children is not acceptable to most of us. But 
the concept is all over the Bible. David now faces disciplinary consequences for the forgiven sin. 
The Lord gives him three choices, “Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee 
three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days' pestilence in thy land? now 
advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me.” (v13b) The choice of these was no 
coincidental. They were directly linked to the covenant with Israel in Deuteronomy 28 where the 
Lord set out a punishment of famine (v23-24), military defeat (v25-26), and pestilence (v27-28). 
The Lord honours His Word by this offer to David. The king now has the difficult task of 
responding, which David recognised, “And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait.” (v14a) How 
he reasons and the manner of it will reveal whether he has truly repented. Will he become bitter 
or better under the hand of God’s frowning providence? 

David wisely chooses the 3rd option, “let us fall now into the hand of the LORD; for His 
mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man.” (v14b) David knew God and because He 
knew the character of God he then came to the best decision. It’s always better to look at your 
circumstances and future from such a perspective. For even in judgment the safest place is 
simply trusting in God to decide what is best for us. God’s discipline should not be taken lightly, 
but it is the discipline of a loving father, which is meant to draw David near to Him, “For whom 
the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.” In discipline, God is not 
acting as a judge, but as a loving Father. 

The devil desires that we believe that the chastenings of God are proof that God does 
not love us, but just the opposite is true. God’s discipline confirms, or proves, God’s love for us. 
It is corrective or preventative or educational. Not one of God’s children will ever be chastened 
beyond their strength to endure it. By contrast, the discipline of fallen man has a different 
motive. It is not rooted in the love of God but a motive to destroy us. That is why David was 
wise to trust the discipline into the hands of God alone and not to man. Clarke notes about 
David’s choice, 

“Had he chosen war, his own personal safety was in no danger, because there was already an 
ordinance preventing him from going to battle. Had he chosen famine, his own wealth 
would have secured his and his own family’s support. But he showed the greatness of his 
mind in choosing the pestilence, to the ravages of which himself and his household were 
exposed equally with the meanest of his subjects.” 

There is always a danger that we become bitter rather than better when the Lord chastens us. 
That is why the Apostle Paul warned, “My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him.” (Heb. 12:5b) 

 

HYMN: HGG 291 Salvation! O My Soul Rejoice 
PRAYER: Make Us Better and not Bitter 


