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MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; Luke 23:39-43 

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES 
 

David now recognises the enormity of his sin in this act of pride. His sin with Bathsheba cost the 
lives of at least 4 persons but this sin would cost 70,000 lives. Although David fully confessed, 
there are still earthly consequences for his sin. For some reason many professing Christians think 
that to be forgiven means all consequences are automatically suspended or removed. Often God 
imposes disciplinary consequences for the forgiven sin. For instance, the man or woman who 
commits adultery and contracts a sexually transmitted disease or an unwanted pregnancy may be 
fully forgiven of this sin if he or she confesses it but will still have to live with the consequences 
of it. These consequences for a forgiven sinner are disciplinary consequences but these are 
different from the consequences of unforgiven sin, which are built on the principle of retributive 
justice.  

We see this illustrated when David confessed to adultery and murder in a previous 
failure. The Lord immediately forgave him and lifted the death penalty, “And Nathan said unto 
David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.” (2 Samuel 12:13b) However, there 
were other disciplinary consequences, “Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.” (2 Samuel 12:14) 
The commentator, Bill Arnold makes a useful observation, 

“The answer lies in the Bible’s distinction between punishment and consequence. The 
child’s death is a result of David’s sin, but this is not the same as punishment. It is a 
fundamental principle of life that God may forgive and cleanse us of all wrongdoing, but 
the consequences of our sin may, and in fact, often, remain. The innocent suffer for 
crimes committed by someone else, but such suffering is not punishment for those 
crimes. A crack [cocaine] baby may die soon after birth because the mother used crack 
during pregnancy. The child dies, the mother lives. The child’s death is not the 
punishment but the consequences of the mother’s sin. Her punishment will take a 
different form.” 

Probably the greatest illustration of disciplinary consequences was the dying thief. The Lord 
Jesus made it clear that he was fully and eternally forgiven of the penalty of his confessed sins 
but the man still had to face a capital sentence for his crimes moments later (Luke 23:39-43). 

Why does God impose these consequences if He has already forgiven the sin and the 
sinner? They are not an indication that a person isn’t saved or that God is angry with the 
individual. The Lord does so for a number of reasons:  

(1) To publicly demonstrate the exceeding evil of the sin,  

(2) To reveal that God is not a God that treats sin lightly as a warning to others, 

(3) To humble and sanctify the forgiven sinner. 

HYMN: HGG 291 Salvation! O My Soul Rejoice 
PRAYER: Help Us To Accept Thy Chastisement 


