
Cornerstone Church Devotional                                                                 Rev Dr Paul Ferguson  
                                         

  

www.cornerstonechurch.com.sg 1 

FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; Genesis 3 

PRIDE 
 

David is stubborn and insists that the census go forward. This took almost ten months. Joab 
eventually returned with the figure, “And Joab gave up the sum of the number of the people unto the king: 
and there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew the sword; and the men of Judah were five 
hundred thousand men.” (v9) 

God eventually breaks through to the heart of David, “And David's heart smote him after that 
he had numbered the people. And David said unto the LORD, I have sinned greatly in that I have done: and 
now, I beseech thee, O LORD, take away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.” (v10) We 
are not told how but God has millions of ways to speak to us. One of the great things about 
David is that he is always a great repenter! There is no attempt here to downplay or evade what 
he has done. The mark of a person after God’s heart is not perfection but a true sensitivity to sin 
and a willingness to confess your sin to the Lord.  

David’s words are interesting “I have sinned greatly” – when he murdered Uriah and 
committed adultery he said, “I have sinned” but here he adds the word, “greatly.” There could be a 
number of reasons: 

(1) Public sin before nation whereas other was private 

(2)  Defiant sin – he was warned by Joab 

(3) Pride element – pride is the root of all sin. PRIDE is a declaration of independence from 
God. At the centre of the word is the letter “I”.  

Pride was the sin that damned the devil, “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” (Isaiah 14:13-14) The 
repetitive use of the expression “I will” gives us an insight into sin and its origin. It is the attempt 
to usurp God’s will and replace it with the will of the creature. It is a declaration of autonomy 
from the commands of God’s word, as “sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). What Satan is 
saying is the essence of pride I will be like God and make my own sovereign decisions. 

This rebellion against God’s revealed will brought the judgment of God, as the anointed 
cherub was cast out as a fugitive from heaven into the universe, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!” (Isaiah 
14:12). This was the devil’s first humbling taste of biting the dust! It would not be the last. Pride 
was the sin that enticed Eve to declare herself independent of God’s will, “And when the woman 
saw that the tree was….a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 
also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” (Gen. 3:6) 

 

 

HYMN: HGG 547 Have Thine Own Way, Lord 
PRAYER: Keep Us From Pride 


