
Cornerstone Church Devotional                                                                 Rev Dr Paul Ferguson  
                                         

  

www.cornerstonechurch.com.sg 1 

WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 24; Genesis 6 

HEEDING GOD’S GRACIOUS WARNINGS 
 

The Lord is gracious to David in his folly as He sends an unlikely messenger of warning, “And 
Joab said unto the king, Now the LORD thy God add unto the people, how many soever they be, an 
hundredfold, and that the eyes of my lord the king may see it: but why doth my lord the king delight in this 
thing?” (v3) Joab had been with David for a long time, and he knew David pretty well. He could 
see through David’s words, and as a shrewd man he understood that David’s motives were sinful. 
Sometimes a carnal self-seeking man can discern one acting in the same way better than a 
spiritual man! It is a tragic thing when Joab has more spiritual discernment than you! Joab was 
right in everything he said! Even a broken clock is right twice a day!  

David is so consumed with pride that he refuses to listen to wise counsel, 
“Notwithstanding the king's word prevailed against Joab, and against the captains of the host.” (v4a) This is 
not like David who normally is willing to listen to others! Shows he has fallen far from his usual 
way of life. How often we rush to our destruction in spite of warning voices, which God raises up 
to stay us. 

This is a providential opportunity from the Lord to correct David and prevent him 
sinning (even if the Lord uses Joab to send the message to you). All through the Scripture we see 
multiple examples of the Lord sending warnings to His people before they sin and fall into 
judgment. In His great forbearance and mercy He often also sends a warning to repent before 
He has to chastise. The pre-Flood generation was one of the worst periods of world history. The 
only thing man now lived for was to conceive further ways of sinning, “that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen. 6:5) There was no relenting or repenting in this 
pursuit of evil. The deep depravity of mankind does not go unnoticed by God. He warns that 
His grace to sinners has a limit, “My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh.” All 
the time of the growing wickedness the Holy Spirit has been at work seeking to convict sinners 
and bring them to repentance. This work has a limit. A solemn revelatory warning follows that 
the coming judgment is about to be realised in 120 years. But the judgment is inevitable even if it 
appears delayed from man’s perspective. This is the way this incident is applied in 2 Peter 3:1-9 
of the final judgment of this world. There will not be a flood for our generation to destroy this 
present world, but fire will burn it up. In other words a sign hangs over our planet “Last time 
water - Next time fire.” 

Noah stood up for 120 years as a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5) in a world that was 
increasingly hostile to his message to declare God’s coming judgment on the wickedness of his 
generation. The Lord Jesus calls the Laodicean church to hear His voice and open up: “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). 

 

HYMN: HGG 467 Hark, My Soul! It Is The Lord  
PRAYER: May We Heed Thy Warnings 


