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HISTORY OF JEWS SERIES – PROPHECY 

“The Holocaust” (Deut. 28:37, 65-67) 

The Holocaust is seared into the conscience of the world. The word is Holocaust is from the 
Greek word holókaustos (hólos meaning “whole” and kaustós, meaning “burnt”). The Holocaust 
was a systematic campaign of genocide by the Nazi regime against the Jews. Of the nine million 
Jews who had resided in Europe before the Holocaust, approximately two-thirds were killed. 
This included 1.5 million children. This has been the greatest satanic attempt to exterminate the 
Jewish people on the earth to date.  
 
BACKGROUND TO HOLOCAUST 
 
The Jews had been living in Europe for around 2,000 years. In 1933 there were an estimated 9.5 
million Jews living in Europe (approx. 60% of the world’s Jewish population of just over 15 
million). 
 
Map of European Jewry before Holocaust (Source: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum) 

of Europe Before the Holocaust 
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The First World War was a time of great physical and emotional turmoil for the Jews of Europe. 
Many of them had been uprooted once again from the communities they had lived in for 
centuries. During the period of 1920 to 1926 around a million Jews emigrated from Europe. 
About 60% came to the United States, 25% went to Palestine and the rest to various places all 
over the world. However, in 1926 the USA started to reduce the numbers of Jews granted access. 
Then in 1933 the door to Palestine was also virtually shut to Jewish emigration. It seemed that 
there was no welcome to the Jew in any place of refuge.  

The forces of Scientific Rationalism, Communism, and Modernity also threatened the 
extinction of the unique Jewish religious identity. Revolution had swept across Russia with the 
Bolsheviks. Many Jews were slaughtered in the Civil War (1917-1921) between the anti-Semitic 
Nationalists and the Bolsheviks, which the latter eventually won in 1921. However, the Bolshevik 
Communists would then actively seek ways to destroy the Jewish religious identity of the Russian 
Jews. The rabbis were killed and the synagogues closed down. The red-Socialist Jews, who had 
dreamed that Communism would finally be the solution to bring them equality and freedom, 
were badly let down.  

One of the great ironies of history is that the great enemy of the Jews at the turn of the 
twentieth century was the Russian Tsars. The scars of the Pale of Settlement and the pogroms 
for over two centuries were a raw wound amongst the Eastern European Jews. When the 
German armies overran Russian-controlled Poland during WWI, the persecuted Jews there 
hailed them as a liberation army. Many Jews in Western Europe were even reluctant to fight for 
the British and French against the Germans in World War One for that reason.   
 The Jews in Germany were more assimilated and seemingly accepted than in any other 
part of Europe. The intermarriage between Jews and non-Jews reached record levels in the 
1920s. In 1933 the census recorded that the Jewish population of Germany was about 500,000 
people (about 1% of total population). More than 80% of them held German citizenship. The 
Jews rose to prominence in business, finance, the arts, and science. 24% of Germany’s Nobel 
Prize winners were Jewish. Most lived in the cities. Berlin had 160, 000 Jews and was considered 
as the capital of the world Zionist movement. German was the official language of the Zionist 
congress.  

Things looked comfortable for the Jews in Germany. They saw themselves as loyal 
Germans. It was a false sense of security. The mood of anti-Semitism was lingering in the 
background. Almighty God had sworn that the Jews would never be at rest in these Gentile 
nations, “And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the 
LORD shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: And thy life shall hang in 
doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life.” (Deut. 28:65-
66) The Jews were about to discover that Germany was no Jerusalem! 
 
RISE OF HITLER 
 
The chief architect of the Holocaust was the devil. Hitler and his henchmen were just pawns in 
the satanic attempt to destroy the Jewish people. Hitler was consumed with hatred for the Jews. 
His Third Reich was dedicated to wiping them off the face of the earth. Even as defeat loomed 
at the end of WWII the Nazis comforted themselves that they had removed the Jews from most 
of Europe. Leading Nazi, Adolf Eichmann boasted, “I will gladly jump into my grave in the 
knowledge that five million enemies of the Reich have already died like animals.” 
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In 1933 Adolf Hitler became the Chancellor of Germany. The roots of his rise to power 
are found in the post-war settlement known as the Treaty of Versailles (1919). This Treaty was one 
that was weighted heavily in favour of the victors – the British and the French. The Germans 
were not permitted to take part in the negotiation. Its stated aim required, “Germany to accept 
the responsibility of Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage.”  

The treaty terms were seen as a humiliation by the German people as it effectively 
disarmed Germany, annexed German territories, and forced Germany to pay war reparations of 
132 billion Marks (roughly equivalent to US $442 billion in 2015). Allied forces occupied 
strategic points in Germany to enforce the terms of the Treaty. Germany was forced to cede 
territory to Poland and Czechoslovakia. Its former colonies in Africa and China were transferred 
to Portugal, UK, France, and Japan.  
 Germans of all political shades denounced the treaty but they were forced to accept it. 
The excessive burden of debt coupled with the humiliation of ceding the territories to these 
other nations left a bitter aftertaste on ordinary Germans. Economically the burden was so great 
that it resulted in the Weimar Republic government resorting to printing money to try to solve 
the enormous debt problems. This resulted in devastating post-war hyperinflation between June 
1921 and January 1924. By the end of 1919 the Treaty of Versailles had forced the German Mark 
to devalue from around 9 German marks to around 32 German marks to the US Dollar. 
However, by November 1923, the American dollar was now worth a staggering 
4,210,500,000,000 German marks1. Banknotes became so devalued that some were even used as 
wallpaper by ordinary people! 

The reputation of the Weimar Republic among ordinary Germans was low after the 
crisis. Millions were unemployed and several major banks collapsed. Such rampant inflation 
wiped out the savings of the elderly. This was further exacerbated with the effects of the Great 
Depression in the USA. Riots, strikes, and civil insurrection became common. In the vacuum 
extreme elements such as the Communists and the National Socialist German Workers’ Party 
(Nazi) became increasingly popular.  

The Communists were bitter rivals of the Nazis and prominent communists were Jews 
like the Communist Party of Germany leader, Rosa Luxemburg (1871-1919). Many Jews were 
prominent in the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. So Hitler used the term “Jewish Bolshevism” 
in Nazi Germany to equate all Jews with communists. He swore to destroy it. The Russian 
communists believed that Germany would likely be the next country to have a communist 
revolution. Trotsky, Lenin and other Russian communists put huge resources into mobilizing 
their forces to expand their revolution into Germany. Hitler knew that this was a fear of ordinary 
Germans and deliberately played on that fear to incite anti-Jewish sentiment. The Jews became 
the scapegoat for the humiliation of Germany.  

The Nazis promised to overthrow the Treaty of Versailles, enlarge Germany’s territory, 
strengthen the economy, and provide jobs. By 1932 the Nazis were the largest party in the 
German Parliament. The opposition leaders of the Weimar Republic feared a civil war and 
sought to appease Hitler. But he was a man that saw appeasement as weakness to be further 

                                                
1 Incidentally, the pain of this experience has affected the German psyche greatly. All German policy post-

WWII has been careful never to allow hyperinflation to affect their currency. Debt is greatly frowned upon by ordinary 
Germans. It is also why the German Federal Bank through the second half of the 20th century has maintained a strong 
deutschemark and low inflation. They achieved this by being independent of political control. This fiscal prudence was 
maintained even after the formation of the Euro. 
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exploited. In 1933 Hitler seized absolute power by declaring a state of emergency, which allowed 
Hitler to arrest all of his political opponents. Many of these opponents were executed or sent to 
Concentration Camps. In 1934 Hitler declared himself both President and Chancellor of the 
Third Reich and Commander-in-Chief of the Military.  

 
HOLOCAUST 

 
Hitler quickly began to implement anti-Semitic laws. His first step was to try and intimidate Jews 
to leave Germany. All Jews were removed from the civil service in April 1933 and people were 
publicly encouraged to boycott Jewish businesses. In 1935 the Nuremberg Laws were passed 
redefining Jews as a non-citizens and ban Jews from any political participation. Jews were also 
forbidden from marrying or having extramarital relations with German citizens. Propaganda in 
schools and through the media taught that the Jews were not to be regarded as racially pure or 
even human. Germans were told that the Aryan Gentile race needed to be purified from 
contamination by the Jews. By the end of 1938 the Nazis were confident enough to begin the 
pogrom of Kristallnacht (literally “Crystal Night” also referred to as the “Night of Broken 
Glass”), which resulted in hundreds of Jews killed, thousands imprisoned, and enormous 
numbers of businesses and synagogues destroyed. Over 1,000 synagogues were burned and over 
7,000 Jewish businesses destroyed or damaged. 
 Hitler’s vice was systematically squeezing the Jews. They were ordered to wear a yellow 
star to publicly identify themselves. Jewish children and young people were banned from schools 
and universities. Jews were forbidden from practicing medicine, acting in the theatre, and the 
writings of Jews were publicly burned. Some were sent to labour camps. Ghettos were set up and 
the Jews were forced to live in those areas. These ghettos were deliberately overcrowded and 
denied proper food, fuel to heat them, and proper sanitation. As a consequence many Jews died 
of exposure to extreme elements, disease, and malnutrition. Many Jews who were wealthy 
enough managed to flee the Third Reich to countries like the USA and the UK. Eventually those 
doors were slammed shut. Many of those that remained were rendered penniless by the anti-
Semitic laws and many were just too elderly or too young to be able to get away.   

Around 1941-1942 the Nazis began Hitler’s “Final Solution for the Jews” of total 
extermination. They built death camps known as concentration camps. Camps sprang up in 
places like Auschwitz, Belsen, Buchenwald, Dachau, Treblinka. Gas chambers were constructed 
to efficiently kill large numbers of Jews in a relatively short period of time. Jews from all over the 
territories controlled by the Nazis like Hungary, France, Romania, Ukraine, Austria, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Latvia, Lithuania, were shipped to the camps on trains or forced to march there. 
Tens of thousands died on the way.  

In the camps at least 3 million men, women and children were cruelly murdered in this 
most inhumane fashion. They were stripped of clothing and valuables before being gassed. The 
bodies were then burned in huge incinerators. The Nazis recorded on 24 July 1944 that 46,000 
Jews were gassed and burned in one day at Auschwitz. This was considered a record. The 
Holocaust devastated the Jewish population of Europe. The Yad Vashem museum records,   

 
Only about 10% of Polish Jewry survived the Holocaust, the majority in the Soviet 
Union. The fate of the Jews of Western Europe varied depending upon the country. In 
some of the countries most of the Jews survived (in Italy and France about 25% of the 
Jews perished), in other countries the Jewish population was partially destroyed (in 
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Belgium 45% of the Jews were murdered), while in others most of the Jews were killed 
(in Holland, about 80% of the Jews perished during the Holocaust). Most of the Jews of 
Slovakia, Hungary, Greece and Yugoslavia were murdered by the Germans and their 
collaborators, while almost 75% of the Jews living under Bulgarian rule survived. 

 
OUTSIDE OF GERMANY  
 
The anti-Semitism of Hitler was not limited to Germany. Nations like Italy, Spain, Croatia had 
fascist leaders who supported Hitler’s campaign to deal with the Jews. In England a Member of 
Parliament called Sir Oswald Mosley formed the British Union of Fascists in 1932 with 40,000 
members. They marched around England in Black Shirts and clashed with Jews as they 
attempted to march in Jewish neighbourhoods. Mosley advocated the removal of British 
citizenship from the Jews and deporting them. He was closely aligned with the Nazis. Hitler and 
Goebbels attended his wedding to his second wife. Mosley was interned in 1940 because of his 
campaigning against the war with Germany.  

The USA never had overt anti-Semitic laws against the Jews. But there were many 
evidences of more covert anti-Semitic attitudes and action. Popular opinion in the USA opposed 
any involvement in WWII against Hitler. Men like Henry Ford, Charles Lindbergh, and Joseph 
Kennedy Sr. famously expressed anti-Semitic sentiments. On the 22 February 1939 around 
22,000 American Nazis held a rally in New York City’s Madison Square Garden, denouncing the 
Jews of America.  Synagogues in the city were defaced with Nazi swastikas. A Roman Catholic 
priest, Father Charles Coughlin (1891 – 1979) was a popular radio host with 30 million listeners 
who consistently used the airwaves to attack the Communists and the Jews. He praised Hitler 
and Mussolini for their opposition to Communism.  

As a consequence, most American Jews at this time pursued a policy of gradual 
assimilation in the “melting pot” of the American dream. Many adopted a low profile and 
avoided pursuing any public Jewish agendas. Some even nominally converted to Christianity and 
hid their Jewish identity. Even today public figures in the USA are descendants of these Jews 
immigrants. The former US Secretary of State, Madeline Albright and the current US Secretary 
of State, John Kerry are descended from emigrants Jews who converted to Roman Catholicism 
to avoid persecution.  

The Holocaust was one of the greatest outpourings of hatred inflicted upon the Jewish 
people. They were led like lambs to the slaughter. It is hard not to escape the conclusion of many 
Christian theologians that this is part of the judgment of God for their rejection of the Lamb of 
God. They point to passages from Scripture, 
 

And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for 
multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy God. And 
it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to 
multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you 
to nought; and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess 
it. And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the 
earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither 
thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone. (Deut. 28:62-64; cf. Lev. 
26:33) 
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The haunting words of Benjamin Fondane, who was murdered at Auschwitz, 1944 are a stark 
reminder to us all of the inherent evil within the world we live in. He wrote, 

 
“Remember only that I  was innocent 

and, just  l ike you,  mortal  on that day,    
I ,  too ,  had had a face  marked by rage ,  by pi ty  and joy ,    

quite  s imply ,  a human face !”  
 

Adolf Hitler boasted that he would exterminate the Jews from off this earth and that his 
Third Reich would last “a thousand years.” It only lasted 12 years. Hitler is dead, his name is 
reviled around the world, and the Jewish people are flourishing today in their ancient homeland. 
The Jews have outlived all their persecutors down the centuries. This is not coincidence or good 
luck. It can only be explained by one great cause – GOD.  

The Jews are not just God’s ancient people, but they are His people today. The 
Holocaust would give way to the rebirth of the Jewish nation. This reality would usher in God’s 
final plan for the ages. Jerusalem and Israel would once again become central places on the map 
of this world. The dry bones would live again. After 18 centuries of dispersion, the Jews would 
remain a distinct people on the planet, “…the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among 
the nations.” (Num. 23:9b; cf. Deut. 7:6) The little Dutch Jewish girl, Anne Frank, who died in the 
Holocaust, wrote in her diary, 

 
“Who has inflicted this upon us? Who has made us Jews different from all other people? 
Who has allowed us to suffer so terribly up till now? It is God that has made us as we 
are, but it will be God, too, who will raise us up again. If we bear all this suffering and if 
there are still Jews left, when it is over, then Jews, instead of being doomed, will be held 
up as an example. Who knows, it might even be our religion from which the world and 
all peoples learn good, and for that reason and that reason alone do we have to suffer 
now. We can never become just Netherlanders, or just English, or representatives of any 
country for that matter; we will always remain Jews, but we want to, too.” 

 
  
 


